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Kingdom of Bahrain

His Majesty the King patronizes
National Days celebrations
Sakheer, 9 December - His Majesty King
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa patronized the
celebration of the National Days marking
the anniversary of the establishment
of the modern state of Bahrain as an
Arab and Muslim country in 1783 by
its founder Ahmed Al-Fateh, the 46th
anniversary of its accession to the United
Nations as a full member, and the 18th
anniversary of His Majesty the King’s
accession to the throne, in the presence
of His Royal Highness the Crown Prince,
Deputy Supreme Commander and First
Deputy Prime Minister, Prince Salman
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, and the Prime
Minister of Malaysia, Mohammed Najib
Abdul Razzaq.

HM the King inaugurating the 4th session of the 4th legislative term

Manama Dialogue .. The Concept and the Message

Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khalifa
Minister of Foreign Affairs

The Manama Dialogue, organized by the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs in cooperation with the
International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS),
on 8-10 December 2017, reflected the approach
of the Kingdom of Bahrain under the leadership of
His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, which
is based on dialogue and cooperation among the
countries of the world in the face of any threats
to its security. The main objective of the Kingdom
of Bahrain and all participants in this conference
is to use dialogue to find solutions and come up
with proposals to achieve sustainable security and
settle disputes.
This dialogue highlights the importance of joint
collective action, which is needed now more than
ever in light of the various and serious challenges
that threaten the existence and integrity of States
and affect the lives, stability and security of all
people.
The meeting of so many senior security and
foreign affairs officials to discuss the most
important security issues with all their regional and
international repercussions confirms the belief
in the value of dialogue and the conviction that
with our strong will and continued determination,

we are able to bring peace and prosperity to the
region and the world.
The Kingdom of Bahrain, with its legacy of
openness, communication and peace, will
continue its efforts and initiatives to establish the
security and prosperity of the region at all levels.
The Kingdom is also committed to support the
region’s issues in cooperation with its regional and
international partners. It hopes for a peaceful world
that is characterized by constructive cooperation
and mutual respect, where all countries support
mutual interests and refrain from interfering in
the internal affairs of other countries, in order to
develop relations and communication between
nations.
The Kingdom of Bahrain has demonstrated
throughout its history and through its influential
presence on the international stage, its relations
and partnerships with the various countries of
the world, its commitment to the openness of
civilization and its promotion of the principles of
security and stability. It will continue to adhere to
this wise approach and commit itself to spreading
the culture of dialogue in order to solve all
problems and crises.

The Kingdom
Receiving the Prime Minister of Malaysia

HM the King: Growing ties and joint cultural and civilized heritage with Malaysia

His Majesty the King meeting the Malaysian Prime Minister

His Majesty the King honoring the Malaysian Prime Minister

Manama, December 15 - His Majesty King Hamad
bin Isa Al Khalifa praised the progress of the BahrainiMalaysian relations, expressing pride in the cultural
and Islamic values bringing the two Islamic countries
together.
His Majesty affirmed, while meeting with the Malaysian
Prime Minister, Mohammad Najib Abdul Razak, that
the visit was an extension to the exchanged visits of
senior officials between the two countries, noting
that it embodies the two countries’ desire to enhance
cooperation to meet the aspirations of their peoples.
HM King Hamad bestowed the King Hamad Order of
the Renaissance of the First Class upon the Malaysian
Prime Minister in recognition of his role in bolstering
bilateral relations and the achievements attained thanks
to his leadership.
The Malaysian Prime Minister praised the prestigious
and distinguished status of the Kingdom at the regional
and international levels, thanks to the leadership of His
Majesty the King.

His Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa,
Crown Prince, Deputy Supreme Commander and First
Deputy Prime Minister, today met the Prime Minister of
the Federation of Malaysia, His Excellency Mohammad
Najib Abdul Razak.
During the meeting, His Royal Highness welcomed
the growth of relations between Bahrain and Malaysia,
supported by His Majesty King Hamad. His Royal
Highness the Crown Prince noted the importance of
official visits between the two nations, which enable
cooperation across a range of areas and increase
bilateral trade and investment. His Royal Highness also
emphasised the important role of the private sector in
increasing bilateral ties.
His Royal Highness the Crown Prince also held a luncheon
in honour of His Excellency Razak’s visit to Bahrain.

His Royal Highness the Crown Prince receiving the Malaysian Prime Minister
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The Kingdom
HM the King:
Dialogue is the best solution for
peace in the region and the world
Manama, December 8 - 10 - His Majesty
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa affirmed
that dialogue and mutual understanding is
the best solution for maintaining regional
security in light of the several challenges
facing the region that include conflicts
in the Middle East, cybercrime, piracy,
extremism and terrorism.
This came as His Majesty King, in the
presence of His Royal Highness the Crown
Prince, Deputy Supreme Commander
and First Deputy Prime Minister, Prince
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, received
delegations taking part in the 13th session
of the Manama Dialogue, organized by
the International Institute for Strategic
Studies in cooperation with the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs.

He added that the Dialogue provides an opportunity to
form new partnerships and engage in guanine debates to
develop understanding between all countries.
His Majesty and the participants exchanged views on the
significance of the Manama Dialogue and the important
issues being reviewed in its various sessions and which
reflect the conviction that open dialogue is the most
effective means of maintaining security.

His Majesty the King expressed hope that His Majesty the King wished all participants success in
the Manama Dialogue would help lay their discussion in order to achieve peace and prosperity
the foundations for all to come together. in the Middle East and the whole world.

In His message on the occasion of the Human Rights Day
Prime Minister: A distinguished Bahraini record of tolerance and respect for human rights

Manama, December 9 - His
Royal Highness the Prime

Minister, Prince Khalifa bin
Salman Al-Khalifa, said that
Bahrain, led by His Majesty
the King, shares with the
world its strenuous efforts to
protect human rights and meet
international obligations, aware
of the crucial importance of
human dignity and coexistence
between human beings.
In a message on the eve of the
70th anniversary of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights,
which falls on of December 10,
His Royal Highness the Premier
urged a deep understanding
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of the current international
developments,
calling
for
collective work to consolidate
human
rights
which
he
described as the fundamental
guarantor of global peace and
security.
He said that achieving justice
and equality and disseminating
the culture of peace, human
rights and tolerance and
renouncing
terrorism
and
violence represent the way
forward to achieve sustainable
development, security and
peace in the world.

The Kingdom

HRH the Crown Prince meeting
the US President

The Crown Prince: A strategic, security, defense and economic partnership with America
Washington, November 29 to 30 – His Royal Highness
the Crown Prince, Deputy Supreme Commander and
First Deputy Prime Minister, Prince Salman bin Hamad
Al Khalifa, met with the President of the United States
of America, Donald Trump.
His Royal Highness Prince Salman affirmed that the
Kingdom of Bahrain proved through its strategic
alliances its support to the values of human rights and
civilizational openness, pointing out that combating
terrorism and extremism and enhancing security and
stability in the region are among the priorities that
bring together Bahrain and the United States.
He reviewed the US President’s confirmation in his
meeting with His Majesty the King that his country is
keen to develop these relations in all areas on solid
foundations of mutual respect and common interests.
His Royal Highness also reviewed ways of boosting
cooperation between the two countries in the
strategic, defense and economic aspects. He also
referred to the free trade agreement signed between
the two countries 10 years ago. During his visit, he
also concluded economic cooperation agreements
worth 10$ billion, most notable of which is an
agreement between Bahrain Petroleum Company
(Bapco) and TechnipFMC to develop the program of
the company and increase the capacity of the Bahrain
refinery, an agreement between Bahrain Aluminum
Company (Alba) and Bechtel to develop Alba’s sixth
potline, a memorandum of understanding between
Alba and General Electric on to develop a fourth gas
turbine unit in power plant 5, an agreement between
Gulf Air and General Electric, as well as an agreement
to extend military cooperation between the two
countries and purchase F16 aircraft worth $ 3.4 billion
to support the military cooperation between the two
countries that continues for over 70 years ago.
He also referred to the stances of the American
administration in facing the dangers of terrorism
and extremism and dealing with Iran’s support for
terrorism and extremism and its ongoing interference
in the affairs of neighboring countries. The US

President welcomed His Royal Highness the Crown
Prince, reiterating his keenness to develop relations
of cooperation and friendship between the two
countries.
During his visit to Washington, His Royal Highness
the Crown Prince met with US Vice President Mike
Pence at the White House, US Secretary of State,
Rex Tillerson, Defense Secretary, Jim Mattis, House
Speaker Paul Ryan and Senator Mitch McConnell.
He also attended a reception organized by the
Economic Development Board in cooperation with
the American Chamber of Commerce and the USBahrain Business Council. He met with representatives
of American companies and institutions investing in
the Kingdom, as well as a number of Bahraini students
studying in the United States.
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Diplomacy
Minister of Foreign Affairs meets with a number of Ministers and
officials on the sidelines of the Manama Dialogue
Manama, December 9 - The Minister of Foreign Affairs, Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khalifa,
held talks with a number of ministers and senior officials on the sidelines of the Manama Dialogue, namely
the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Iraq, Dr. Ibrahim Al Jaafari, the Head of the Department of
Foreign Relations of Kurdistan Regional Government, Falah Mustafa Bakir, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Japan, Taro Kono, the Minister of State for External Affairs of the Republic of India, M. J. Akbar, the Director
of Government and International Affairs at the American Jewish Committee, Jason Isaacson. They discussed
ways of developing relations of cooperation and partnership as well as regional and international issues of
mutual interest.

The Minister of Foreign Affairs meeting the Head of the Department of
Foreign Relations of Kurdistan Regional Government,

The Minister of Foreign Affairs meeting his Japanese counterpart

Participating in the Ministerial Meeting of the Arab League
The Assistant Foreign Minister affirms Bahrain’s support to Palestinian people
Cairo, December 9 – The Assistant Foreign Minister,
Abdulla bin Faisal bin Jabur Al-Doseri, took part in
the Arab League Meeting at the Ministerial Level
in its Extraordinary Session, which was held at the
headquarters of the General Secretariat in in Cairo.
The meeting discussed the announcement by
President Donald Trump to recognize Jerusalem as
Israel’s capital and transfer the American embassy to
it.
The Assistant Foreign Minister reiterated the
supportive stance of the Kingdom of Bahrain towards
the brotherly Palestinian people and their legitimate
right to establish their independent state on the
borders of June 1967 ,4 with East Jerusalem as its
capital and the return of refugees in accordance with
the resolutions of international legitimacy, the twostate solution and the Arab Peace Initiative.
The Assistant Foreign Minister said that the decision
is a threat to the peace process in the Middle East,
adding that the decision violates the international
resolutions that stress the rights of the Palestinian
people and that Jerusalem is an occupied land. He
urged the members of the Arab League to intensify
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the efforts against this decision and defend the
historic and religious identity and legal status of
Jerusalem.
At the end of the meeting, the Council of the
Arab League issued a resolution rejecting the US
Administration’s decision, considering it null and
void. It also called upon all countries to recognize the
Palestinian State on the boarders of June 1967 ,4.

With Diplomats

Ambassador of the Kingdom of Bahrain in Abu Dhabi for the «Diplomatic Gazette»:

Bahraini - Emirati relations are a true model for brotherly relations

The Bahraini/Emirati relations are characterized
by their strength and solidarity, and they act as a
true model for brotherly relations. These relations
increase the countries’ strength, cohesion and
solidity day after day because of the blood ties
and kinship between the two brotherly peoples.
The UAE is no different from Bahrain, as they
share a common history and destiny based on
Islam, Arabism, neighborhood and kinship.

The late Shaikh Isa bin Salman Al Khalifa and the Late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan

«The Diplomatic Gazette» The UAE Embassy celebrated the occasion of its national day, and the union of
the seven emirates, which is dear to the hearts of all, especially Bahrainis, whose love for the UAE exceeded
all limits.
The Ambassador of the Kingdom of Bahrain to the United Arab Emirates, Mohammed bin Hamad Saqr Al
Maawda, discussed these distinguished brotherly relations between the two countries and the two brotherly
peoples in the interview below:

Bahrainis share the joy and celebration of the
UAE National Day. What can you say about this
special occasion?
- First, I would like to say that the UAE and the
Kingdom of Bahrain are distinguished through
their political weight, geographical location and
strategic excellence and participate in a foreign
policy characterized by wisdom, rationality,
equanimity and moderation, as both countries

Ambassador of the Kingdom of Bahrain to UAE

enjoy an important political presence in the
international arena. Today, the two brotherly
peoples express their joy at the national holidays
at a time when the two countries are presenting
a bright picture of democracy and human rights.
They are also developing the institutional and
development work with good will and leadership.
The mutual visits between the two countries’
leaders are one of the most important signs of
their solid relationship, as well as the consolidation
of positions on the Gulf and Arab developments
and regional and international issues of common
concern. The political positions of the two
countries are always identical to the regional and
international issues, as the two countries are keen
to support the Gulf, Arab and Islamic issues based
on their membership and active role in the Gulf
Cooperation Council, the League of Arab States,
the Organization of the Islamic Conference, the
United Nations and other organizations.
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With Diplomats
What are the most important tasks
offered by the Embassy to serve the two
countries and brotherly peoples?

HH Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi receiving the Ambassador of Bahrain

- The embassy’s work primarily supports
developing relations between the two
brotherly countries by providing all facilities
that aim to ease and strengthen these ties
and seeks to lift all barriers that obstruct the
efforts made to achieve success and serve
the two brotherly countries.
It is also important to emphasize that the
relations between the two countries are a
unique example of cooperation between
countries, and what distinguishes them is
that they are constantly evolving and that
they are deeply rooted amongst the UAE
and Bahraini people.
These relations stand on solid ground and
are well established, especially with the
support of His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa
Al Khalifa and His Highness Sheikh Khalifa
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the
United Arab Emirates.

Bahrain and the UAE are two hearts united in
one body. To what extent does this analogy
correspond to reality?
Bahrain and the UAE share a lot in common when
it comes to practices, cultures, customs and
traditions. Therefore, we often find that Bahraini
citizens feel comfortable when coming to the
UAE and can live there very easily as it does not
feel like leaving Bahrain and I believe that this
feeling is mutual between the two parties.
These brotherly relations between the two
countries will continue to progress and flourish
and as they are distinguished by security, stability
and comprehensive renaissance under the
auspices of the wise leaders of the two countries.

Ambassador of Bahrain in Abu Dhabi receiving the Minister of
Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation Excellence Award
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Achievements

Kingdom of Bahrain

hosts 13th session of the

Manama Dialogue

HH Shaikh Mohammed bin Mubarak in the Manama Dialogue Forum

The Manama Dialogue 2017 was held under the patronage
of His Royal Highness the Crown Prince from the 8th to the
10th of December. On his behalf, the Deputy Prime Minister,
Shaikh Mohammed bin Mubarak Al Khalifa, inaugurated
the forum in the presence of ministers, academics and
experts specialized in political, security and military affairs.

The Minister of Foreign Affairs during his speech at the Manama Dialogue Forum

The Deputy Prime Minister, Shaikh Mohammed bin Mubarak Al Khalifa, expressed during the opening that the
security forum aims to discuss and exchange views, ideas and visions on the important issues and events around
us and in the world, all of which pose serious challenges to the security and stability of all countries and impedes
their progress, growth and the future of their peoples.
Highlights of the Minister of Foreign Affairs speech:

1
2
3

When we look at Iran, we see a stark difference between Iran as a country with a proud people and a
rich culture and history and the Islamic Republic as a regime, that impedes the progress of Iran and
prioritizes regional expansion to the welfare of their own people. Should Iran stop attempting to export
its revolution and return to the fold of responsible members of the international community, the entire
region will benefit.
The region has to come to a consensus among all countries of the region that terrorism and violent
non-state actors have no place in our countries and that the sovereign nation state is after all, the only
legitimate representative of citizens within those states.

Decision to recognize Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, as a long-time friend and ally of the United
States we do not and have never questioned the intentions of the United States towards the stability
and prosperity of our region.
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Achievements
The Houthis were offered a seat at the table, they were part of the political solution agreed to in 2011,
but they refused to take their place among Yemen’s political representatives and instead decided to
violate the agreements, betray their countryman, and capture Yemen attempting to turn the country
into a repressive offshoot of the Islamic Republic on our very doorstep. We cannot and will not allow
that to happen.

5

Our actions against Qatar are the result of decades of Qatari polices that threatened and jeopardized
our national security, and came as a last resort after Qatar failed to honour agreement after agreement.
Some have claimed this is about Qatar adopting a foreign policy independent of the GCC, it is not. The
aim of our actions is to stop Qatar from plotting to undermine and weaken our governments.

6

In Lebanon, we have a cautionary tale of what might transpire if the Houthis remain a force in Yemen.
Hezbollah has used its base in the south of Lebanon to expand its operations into other regions, it has
been a key factor in prolonging the Syrian crisis, it has wreaked havoc in Iraq, and it continues to train
operatives to undertake terrorist acts in Bahrain, and in Kuwait.

This year, the Manama Dialogue was attended by
leaders, diplomats and security experts from 20
countries all over the world, and one of the most
important discussion forums were about strategic
issues in the region. In the forums, many political and
intellectual events were held to identify and discuss
views and ideas on security challenges that face the
countries in the region and how they can be dealt
with and overcome.
The guests reviewed how to build a security
framework that provides stability to the countries
and peoples of the region. They also discussed the
nature of policies, the level of partnerships and the
form of responses that the Middle Eastern countries
can respond to on the issue of extremism and the
role of states In ensuring the security and stability of
the countries of the region as a whole.

Panel discussion of the Manama Dialogue in its 13th version
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The agenda of regional security issues was more
detailed and focused on security and stability,
keeping into consideration that the security and
stability of the Gulf region and the Middle East are the
key to solve the problems and tensions experienced
by the region, including discussions in ending wars in
the region, the reasons for continuing conflict in the
region, and identify its implications.
The Manama Dialogue in its 13th edition focused on
the war in both Yemen and Syria, and the situation in
Iraq, as well as the basis for resolving these conflicts,
especially in light of the rapid ongoing developments.
The defense cooperation in the Gulf region and
means of developing it, and the inevitability of
economic reform under conditions imposed by
the decline of oil prices in world markets were also
discussed.

Opinions

Manal Alawadhi
Communication plays a pivotal role in shaping every
aspect of human development and prosperity. Media
and Information and Communication Technology,
conventional and modern alike, provide people around
the world with opportunities for further development.
However, many peoples and nations, especially the less
developed ones, are not granted real or fair chances
to produce, share or use information, the fact that
deprived them of these opportunities. The UNESCO
communication and technology infrastructure was
established in 1990 while its sectorial programs date
back to UNESCO Foundation Constitution in 1945
which called for easing dissemination of information
and ideas by word and image. This call for a new
World Information and Communication Order came to
contain the fast-paced complex changes in the world
and address the disequilibrium resulting from the flow
of information from the agencies of the developed
countries which accord little or no attention to the
developing countries and if they do they focus but
on the military coups and unrest that may occur in
these regions. There is also the other side of media
control which developed countries agencies practice
following the same strategy of the big advertisement
companies which are trying to influence people’s
lives. This obsession of culture control by developed

UNESCO and the New World Information
and Communication Order
countries constitutes a kind of external culture that
would affect the developing countries’ own culture
and development efforts. World forums held for this
purpose have highlighted the necessary procedures
to be taken to create a new World Information and
Communication Order, capable of addressing the
current system’s shortcomings and being fairer to the
less developed countries. The reaction of developing
countries was twofold; the first considers it a right
for developing countries whilst the other finds it
a kind of conspiracy on liberties and an attempt
by the governments of some countries to tighten
control over local and international media channels
operating on their territories. However, despite the
conflicts between those who are in favor and those
against the new order, we should not forget the fact
that technological advancement is often managed
by the advanced countries with strength, rapidity
and competency far beyond the capability of the
less developed nations. This requires from the latter
side to accord high importance to media and to work
diligently, consistently and according to a clear vision
in order to narrow the gap and bring the issue under
their control.
* Diplomat Attachee

Mohammed Alhammadi
Based on the vision of His Majesty King Hamad bin
Isa Al Khalifa and His reform approach, which laid the
foundations for dialogue and coexistence in various
humanitarian and international fields, and through
the Kingdom of Bahrain’s belief in the strength of
cooperation and the effectiveness of concerted efforts
to overcome the challenges facing global peace and
stability, the Manama Dialogue, in its 13th session, was
inaugurated and attended by a number of delegations
of friendly and brotherly countries as well as a number
of political, media and economic figures who met in
the Kingdom of Bahrain to discuss political options
and to understand the nature of the regional conflict.
Through this international forum, the Kingdom of
Bahrain managed to strengthen its relations with
its brothers and friends and communicate with

Manama Dialogue
international organizations that share with it the belief
that fulfilling the people’s aspirations of prosperity can
only done through promoting peace and respect of
international and human relations.
The Kingdom of Bahrain has an influential position in
the international community, where the International
Institute for Strategic Studies, based in the Middle
East, publishes research and studies that promote
and help countries and organizations understand the
nature of the region, looking forward to promoting
collective action and international cooperation as
the only and best ways to resolve crises and build a
promising future for peoples and nations.

* Administrative
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Special Feature

Bahrain
National Day
Celebrations

On the 16th and 17th of December, the Kingdom of Bahrain
celebrated its national days, marking the anniversary of the
establishment of the modern state of Bahrain as an Arab
and Muslim country in 1783 by its founder Ahmed Al Fateh,
the 46th Anniversary of its accession to the United Nations
as a full member, and the 18th anniversary of His Majesty
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa’s accession to the throne.
The celebrations included cultural, musical and sports
events that were held in various places including Bahrain
International Circuit and private and public institutes,
where people expressed their sincere sense of belonging
and loyalty for the Kingdom and its leadership.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ national day online campaign

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs was keen to participate in
the national celebrations by organizing an event for its
employees in which paintings and special videos were
displayed within a campaign that was launched on social
media networks.

Part of the Ministry’s celebration of the glorious national holidays
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Bahrain at a Glance
Al- Khalefeyah
Library
The Al- Khalefeyah
Library
project
is situated in the
old city centre of
Muharraq and is
the reconstruction
of the original
Khalefeyah Library,
which was one
of the first public
libraries to be built
in Bahrain.
The
building
accommodates
a reading area, a
research center, an
inet lab as well as
o ffi c e s .
* Source: Bahrain Authority for Culture
and Antiquities

Events

Ministry of Foreign Affairs holds celebration to mark Bahrain Women’s Day

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs
hosted today a special celebration
marking Bahrain Women’s Day in
the presence of the ministry’s
Undersecretary, Dr Shaikha Rana
bint Isa bin Daij Al Khalifa, ofﬁcials
and employees.

The ceremony also highlighted the
continued support for Bahraini
women led by Shaikh Khalid, who
gave Bahraini women a greater role
in the ﬁeld of diplomatic work,
whereby four ambassadors of the
Kingdom of Bahrain were appointed with his support

IG & Twitter: @bahdiplomatic | Email: contactus@mofa.gov.bh | www.mofa.gov.bh

n celebration of Bahraini Women's Day, which was dedicated
this year to celebrate women in
the engineering ﬁeld, Shaikha
Rana honored a number of
engineers who participated in the
projects of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs in Bahrain and abroad.
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