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Kingdom of Bahrain

HM the King in talks with Saudi
Arabia, Egypt and UAE leaders
His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa
Al Khalifa visited the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia, the Arab Republic
of Egypt and the United Arab
Emirates on a highly significant tour
in light of the latest developments,
especially in the Arabian Gulf
region. The tour also reflected HM
the King’s keenness on reinforcing
Gulf and Arab joint work and quest
for greater co-operation, friendship
and cordiality among brothers.

Isa Award for Service to Humanity .. A beam of light from the Land of Peace
Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khalifa
Minister of Foreign Affairs

The third edition of the Isa Award for Service to
Humanity was granted to a humanitarian institution,
which is not only a pioneer in the Republic of Egypt
but also in the rest of the Arab world. The Children’s
Cancer Hospital Egypt 57357 exerts tremendous
efforts to provide free treatment for children with
cancer in Egypt and Arab countries.
The award, one of the most important initiatives
of His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa,
was presented to the hospital for this purpose,
which reflects its noble international humanitarian
message.
It has been named after a great historic leader,
the Late Amir of Bahrain, Shaikh Isa bin Salman Al
Khalifa, May God rest his soul in peace. Shaikh Isa,
the man of noble and generous traits, undertook
a developmental role that contributed significantly
to the progress of Bahrain in all political, economic
and social fields.
Established in 2009 following the directives of
His Majesty the King, the Isa Award for Service
to Humanity has become a landmark to honor
humanitarian generosity, and represents a true
image of the people of Bahrain and their history.
The award also reflects the values embraced in

the Kingdom of Bahrain of religious and cultural
tolerance, harmony, brotherhood and openness.
It has achieved international recognition thanks
to the efforts of the organizers, led by the Deputy
Prime Minister, Chiarman of the board of Trustees
of the award, Shaikh Mohammed bin Mubarak
Al Khalifa. The award has become the first in the
Middle East to honor individuals or institutions who
tirelessly and selflessly work towards improving the
difficult conditions of others. It aims at inspiring
more people to exert further efforts and carry out
more charitable and humanitarian projects to make
this world a better place.
The Isa Award for Service to Humanity will remain a
representative of a country that focused its efforts
and capabilities to promote devotion and kindness.
It reflects the country’s foreign policies that aim at
bringing the international community together in
order to achieve international peace and stability.
Based on its great legacy of principles, Bahrain
supports all initiatives aimed at consolidating the
dialogue of civilizations and cultures, as well as
promote coexistence among all peoples, and
always aspires to achieve the wellbeing of all
humanity.

The Kingdom
HM King: Unified Gulf and Arab Ranks, prerequisite to confront challenges
His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa has made official visits to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
the Arab Republic of Egypt and the United Arab Emirates, during which he looked into ways of
bolstering the already- close and historically deep-rooted relations of fraternity and cooperation
with these brotherly countries and how to coordinate stances vis-à-vis the latest developments in the
region and the world.
His Majesty began his tour with official talks with the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, King
Salman bin Abdulaziz on June 8-7 in Jeddah, followed by a meeting with Egyptian President Abdel
Fattah el-Sisi in Cairo on June 9-8.
HM King Hamad met UAE Vice President, Prime Minister and Dubai Ruler, His Highness Shaikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al-Maktoum, and Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi, Deputy Supreme Commander
of the UAE Armed Forces, HH Shaikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al-Nahyan, in Abu Dhabi on June -13
15.
His Majesty’s tour was of high significance for its timing and implications as it occurred amid fast-paced
developments in the Arabian Gulf that necessitate constant consultations and steady coordination.
During his tour, HM the King affirmed that the
collective steps taken by the four countries to
sever their diplomatic relations with Qatar were
indispensible to confront looming threats to
their security and stability.
HM the King said Bahrain would stand with
Saudi Arabia based on its firm belief and strong
confidence that it was the sole guarantor of
security, stability and capabilities to confront
attempts to spread chaos.
In this context, His majesty the king lauded the
wise vision of the Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosques to boost the unity and capabilities of
the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) and took
pride in the close and outstanding fraternal ties
with the United Arab Emirates.
He lauded Egypt’s position and strategic role
as a cornerstone for Arab and regional security
and as a strong fort in defending the Arab
nation and its causes.
“The strength and coherence of Arab countries
depend on the level of their solidarity and
cooperation in confronting challenges. PanArab action is the basis and inevitable option
at this crucial moment. To be surmounted,
the situation necessitates that we energize
cooperation among us and unify our ranks in
order to protect our higher interests and stave
off all the plans aiming to disintegrate us or
undermine our national security.”
His Majesty also affirmed the need for
engaging in pan-Arab Action in order to be
able to defeat all the dangers and challenges,
unify the message and consolidate the ranks so
as to protect national interests and gains and
prevent any form of interference in domestic
affairs, achieve peoples’ ambitions and
effectively contribute to the consolidation of
regional and global security and peace.
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The Kingdom

Prime Minister discusses ways to develop Bahraini- Kuwaiti relations
May 30, Kuwait - The Prime Minister, His Royal Highness Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa, paid a visit to
Kuwait where he met His Highness the Emir Shaikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His Royal Highness
Shaikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, and Prime Minister, Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, and
reviewed ways of further strengthening historical relations between the two countries.
The Prime Minister expressed his pride in the progress achieved by the relations and the continuous growth
in all fields on both bilateral and Gulf levels.
He stressed that the security and economic challenges surrounding the region required continuous
coordination and cooperation to ensure that they do not affect the development of the Gulf States.
The Prime Minister and the Emir of Kuwait affirmed the importance of cooperation between the two
countries against attempts to target security and stability in the region and the need to further increase
efforts of coordination and cooperation to boost Gulf’s strength.

Crown Prince during his visit to a local Ramadan majlis

Crown Prince: Today, entire world is at war against extremism
June 5, Manama – The Crown Prince and Deputy Supreme Commander, First Deputy Prime Minister, HRH Prince
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, affirmed that the whole world today is determined to combat extremism and terrorism
in all its forms and manifestations.
He also affirmed the Bahraini society’s adherence to the values of moderation and pluralism within the framework of
the national vision of His Majesty the King.
Upon his visits to local Ramadan majlises, he affirmed that the position taken by Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, the UAE
and Egypt is firm against the Qatari leadership’s support for terrorist and extremist groups, not against the brotherly
Qatari people.
He stated that what is being faced today is a desperate attempt to exploit terrorism and finance it to commit crimes
and spread chaos.
HRH the Crown Prince said that Bahrain has for many years sought to confront this ideology and its actions and to
cooperate with brotherly and friendly countries to eradicate it.
“In Bahrain, we have paid a high price due to ongoing extremism and terrorist operations in which we lost many of
our sons, but now in 2017, we cannot be any more patient with actions that support terrorism and its ideology.”
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The Kingdom
His Majesty presents «Isa Award for Service to Humanity» to the Children’s
Cancer Hospital Egypt

June 3, Manama - His Majesty King Hamad bin
Isa Al Khalifa, patronized, in the presence of the
Prime Minister, His Royal Highness Prince Khalifa
bin Salman Al Khalifa, the award giving ceremony
of the Isa Award for Service to Humanity in its third
edition 2017-2015. The award was granted to the
Children’s Cancer Hospital in Egypt.
His Majesty the King affirmed that the award
represents the harmony, brotherhood and religious

and cultural tolerance that characterized the
Bahraini people throughout the ages as well as
Bahrainis’ charitable deeds and keenness to render
services to humanity and contribute to the progress
and well-being of humanity.
His Majesty the King expressed delight that the
award went to the Children’s Cancer Hospital
in Egypt, a center dedicated to the treatment
of children and research for causes and cures of
malignant fatal diseases, saying it was thrilling that
it went to a medical facility belonging to a brotherly
Arab whose wise leadership has strong close ties
with the Kingdom of Bahrain.
Deputy Prime Minister and Chairman of the Board
of Trustees of the Isa Award for Service to Humanity
Shaikh Mohammed bin Mubarak Al Khalifa stressed
that the award with its goals and humanitarian
dimensions is moving forward on the right path
and in the service of human values, without setting
conditions or fostering geographical, ethnic,
sectarian or religious-based discrimination.
On this occasion, the Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Al
Khalifa, affirmed that the Isa Award for Service to
Humanity represents the humanitarian aspect and
inherent qualities of the Bahraini people.
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Shaikh Isa was born in Al-Jasra, Bahrain, on June 3, 1933. He studied in his father’s court, and experienced
political and cultural diversity and interaction in society. He was brought up as a leader with a shrewd insight that
contributed to formulating policies that led to Bahrain’s unprecedented era of prosperity in the 20th century.
He held several important positions and responsibilities which helped enhance his abilities as a future leader.
They included Trusteeship Council in 1953, President of the Municipality of Manama in 1952, President of the
Ruling Family Council and the Irrigation Council in 1953, before being officially appointed as Crown Prince in 1957.
He succeeded his father Shaikh Salman Bin Hamad Al Khalifa in 1961. His reign was characterized by
institution-building and political, constitutional and economic reforms. It was also marked by the promotion
of the economic, social, scientific and cultural status of Bahrain among the world’s developed countries.
In 1971, Bahrain became an independent, full member in the United Nations and the Arab League.
Shaikh Isa established the foundations of the state of law and institutions. The first elections were
announced in the country to form a committee to draft the state’s constitution and ratify it in 1973.
His wise foreign policy led Bahrain to join the Gulf Cooperation Council in 1981 to enhance economic and
security integration between the six member countries. Shaikh Isa coordinated with the late King Fahad bin
Abdul Aziz Al Saud to construct King Fahad Causeway.
He led the country towards a stage of economic reforms through the establishment of the Bahrain Monetary
Council in 1964 and the first issuance of the Bahraini dinar in 1965.
His Highness Shaikh Isa passed away on March 6, 1999 at Sakhir Palace, after ruling the country for 38 years,
during which he managed to make of Bahrain a modern and developed state thanks to his wise policies.
He left an outstanding human and civilizational legacy.

Isa
Award
for
Service
to
Humanity
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The award is named after His Highness the
Late Amir of Bahrain, Shaikh Isa bin Salman
Al Khalifa, may God rest his soul in peace,
in recognition of his dedicated humanitarian
efforts and prominent role in developing his
country.
Isa Award for Services to Humanity was
established in 2009 by His Majesty King
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa. The Isa Award is
granted every two years to either individuals
or organizations who have contributed
significantly to finding creative solutions to
humanitarian and social issues in order to
improve human conditions, regardless of
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race, religion, culture, belief or geographical
location. The competing projects should
have no links with political parties.
The candidates are chosen by a judging panel
that evaluates the work of each candidate
whose efforts have contributed to one of the
following humanitarian fields: relief, disaster
response, education, community service,
promotion of human tolerance, promoting
global peace, urbanization, climate change,
scientific achievements and alleviation
of poverty and destitution. The winner is
granted a cash prize of $ 1 million, a gold
medal and a certificate of appreciation.

Diplomacy
Foreign Minister discusses Qatar crisis with Erdoğan in Ankara
Ankara, June 10 – The Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khalifa,
paid a visit to the Republic of Turkey, during which
he conveyed the greetings of His Majesty the King
to the Turkish President, Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, and
wished him and his country progress and prosperity
The latest developments in the region and efforts
to enhance security and stability in the region were
discussed.
President Erdoğan entrusted the minister with
conveying his greetings to the King, wishing the
Kingdom further success, under the wise leadership
of His Majesty and recalling His Majesty’s positions in
supporting the Republic of Turkey.
The minister affirmed that the harmonious visions
and positions of the two countries and all countries
of the region regarding regional and international
issues will support common endeavors to spread
security and peace, on the basis of respect of
the principles of good neighborliness and non-

interference in internal affairs as well as halting any
practices that might threaten stability and impede
efforts to achieve development and prosperity.

At a joint press conference, Turkey’s Minister of Foreign Affairs Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu said the Turkish President
discussed in his talks with Shaikh Khalid the crisis linked to severing diplomatic relations with the State of Qatar.
He stressed his country’s endeavors to seek a positive settlement to the crisis through communication with
all parties, based on the fact that the security of the GCC countries and that of the Republic of Turkey are
inseparable. He also added that the approval of the Turkish parliament of the deployment of military forces in
the State of Qatar came within the framework of the implementation of the agreement signed between the two
countries in 2014 and had nothing to do with current events.
He stressed that the Turkish military base in Qatar would contribute to the protection of security and stability
of the Gulf region as a whole without siding with one country at the expense of another. Shaikh Khalid clarified
to the Turkish president Bahrain’s stance towards the Qatari leadership’s policy and practices against the GCC
brothers. He said that severing diplomatic relations with Qatar was a necessary step to maintain security. He
welcomed the statements made by the Turkish Foreign Minister on the role of the Turkish military base in the
State of Qatar, in which he stressed that it has nothing to do with current developments and is not aimed against
anyone.
He expressed his thanks and appreciation to the Turkish President for his interest in the security and stability of
the region and for pushing for a prompt settlement to this issue.

Minister of Foreign Affairs and his Turkish counterpart at a joint press conference

The Diplomatic Gazette | June 2017

6

Diplomacy

Minister of Foreign Affairs during his meeting with his British counterpart

Minister of Foreign Affairs during a meeting with British Minister of State for the Middle East

While meeting with the British Prime Minister and Minister of State for the Middle East in London
Minister of Foreign Affairs: Strong relations with the UK and cooperation in combatting terrorism

16 June, London – The Minister of Foreign Affairs, Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khalifa,
affirmed the pride of the Kingdom of Bahrain of its strong ties with the United Kingdom, and its keenness
to enhance joint Bahraini-British cooperation and coordination, in light of the serious challenges facing the
region and the world. Most important of those are terrorism, the growing threat of terrorist organizations,
and the importance of eradicating them and deterring all those who support, fund and harbor them.
The Minister of Foreign Affairs, during his official visit to the United Kingdom and in his meeting with
the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, Boris Johnson, as well as his meeting with the Minister of
State for the Middle East at the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, Alistair Burt, expressed his hope to
continue cooperation for the benefit of the two friendly countries and to strengthen coordination in all
international forums.
For their part, the British ministers affirmed the United Kingdom’s keenness to coordinate with Bahrain to
reinforce security and stability in the region, and commended the developing joint cooperation between
the two countries, wishing the Kingdom of Bahrain further progress and prosperity.

High Commissioner for Human Rights Praises Bahrain’s Cooperation
Geneva, June 7 - Assistant Foreign Minister Abdulla bin
Faisal bin Jabur Al Doseri affirmed Bahrain’s commitment
to respect human rights, protect freedoms both legally
and in practice, and consolidate legal procedures in
combating extremism and terrorism. He also stressed
the importance of establishing justice and activating the
principle of constructive partnership with local, regional and
international human rights bodies, including cooperation
with the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights.
In a meeting with the High Commissioner for Human
Rights, Prince Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein, at the United Nations
headquarters in Geneva, the Assistant Foreign Minister
expressed his appreciation of the important role of the High
Commissioner in promoting and protecting human rights.
The Assistant Foreign Minister extended an official invitation
to the High Commissioner for Human Rights to visit the
Kingdom of Bahrain in order to boost cooperation in many
rights areas, including technical support programs, capacity
building and exchange of experiences.
The High Commissioner welcomed the Assistant Foreign
Minister and his accompanying delegation, and praised
the Kingdom of Bahrain’s keenness to cooperate with the

7
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Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights in order
to develop ways of joint action to achieve shared goals and
further promote human rights.
The High Commissioner also extended his thanks and
appreciation for the kind invitation, and promised to visit
the Kingdom in the near future.

Stances
Severing diplomatic ties with Qatar... National extents
On June 5, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and Egypt announced that they
were severing diplomatic ties with Qatar as a result of its insistence on undermining security and
stability in the Arabian Gulf countries, interfering in their internal affairs, leading media incitement
campaigns against them and supporting and funding extremist and terrorist activities and groups.
Such acts are blatant violations of all agreements and principles of international law as well as the
rules of good neighborliness and a clear breach of the Gulf agreements, particularly the Riyadh
Agreement of 2013 and its executive mechanism, and the supplementary agreement of 2014.
The Kingdom affirmed in a statement that it was severing the ties to protect its national security
and announced the closure of its airspace, ports and territorial waters to navigation to and from
Qatar. It also prevented its citizens from traveling to or staying in Qatar and did not allow Qatari
nationals to enter or pass through Bahraini territories.

The crisis with Qatar has witnessed national, regional and international developments and
interactions, most prominently:

1

Several Arab and Islamic countries have announced their solidarity with the measures
taken against Qatar by severing diplomatic ties such as Libya, the Maldives, the Comoros
and Mauritania, or reducing diplomatic representation, such as Jordan.

Bahrain and the brotherly countries praised the statement by US President Donald
Trump on confronting Qatar’s support of extremism and the urgent need for Qatar to
stop financing and supporting terrorism. They saw that the statement reflected a strong
determination to continue combating terrorism and to reinforce international solidarity
to eradicate this dangerous phenomenon.

3

2

The four countries issued a joint statement on June 9 which placed 59 individuals and
12 entities on the terror list as part of their commitment to fight terrorism and dry up
its sources of funding, as well as combat extremist ideology and its dissemination and
promotion.
They clarified that the list was linked to Qatar and serves suspicious agendas, indicating
the double-faced policy that declares fighting terrorism on the one hand, and finances,
supports and harbors various terrorist organizations on the other.

Bahrain has affirmed its keenness on the interests of the Qatari people who are aware of
Bahrain’s sufferings and have witnessed how their Bahraini brothers were falling victims as
a result of Qatar’s continued support for terrorism and working to overthrow the legitimate
political system in Bahrain. On June 11, His Majesty issued a royal decree to take into account
the humanitarian situation of Bahraini-Qatari joint families in recognition of the Qatari people
who represent an extension of their brothers and families in the Kingdom of Bahrain and the
Gulf States.

4
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Stances

Bahrain’s stances in May and June 2017

9

May 31

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemns the terrorist bombings that took place in
the city of Baghdad, Republic of Iraq.

May 31

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemns the terrorist bombing that targeted the
diplomatic area in Kabul, the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan.

June 1

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemns the terrorist explosion which took place in
Qatif, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

June 2

The Kingdom of Bahrain welcomes the election of the brotherly State of Kuwait to a
non-permanent seat in the United Nations Security Council for 2018 – 2019.

June 4

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemns the trampling and stabbing attacks that
took place in London, the United Kingdom.

June 12

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemns the terrorist attack that took place in Al
Masura district in Al Qatif, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

June 15

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemns the missile attack which targeted a ship
belonging to the brotherly United Arab Emirates while leaving Al Mokha Seaport in
the Republic of Yemen.

June 15

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs clarifies that the Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) signed on 12th February between the governments of the Kingdom of Bahrain
and the Turkish Republic on mutual exemption from visa fees for holders of ordinary
passports will go into effect on June, 24, 2017.

June 15

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemns the terrorist act which targeted a restaurant
in Mogadishu, the capital city of the Republic of Somalia.

June 19

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemns the heinous attack that targeted worshipers
near the Finsbury Park Mosque in north London, the United Kingdom.

June 20

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemns the terrorist attack in the Champs-Elysées
region of Paris, France.

June 15

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Bahrain to the United Nations in Geneva
affirmed that human rights in the Kingdom are granted by law and practice on the
basis of responsibility and transparency in the framework of protecting security and
the society, reinforcing the law and protecting the rights of citizenship and equality
among all citizens.
The Permanent Mission regret the press release issued by the United Nations Special
Rapporteurs who are concerned with extrajudicial executions, freedom of peaceful
assembly and of association, defenders of human rights, freedom of religion or
belief and arbitrary detention, considering it an inaccurate report with unacceptable
negative references, which were gathered from non-objective and sole sources.

June 23

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemns the terrorist bombing which targeted a
police checkpoint in Quetta, west of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan.

June 24

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemns terrorist plan which targeted the Holy
Mosque, Umrah and prayer performers.

June 25

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs expresses deep regret over the explosion of a fuel
tanker in Punjab Province in the Islamic Republic of Pakistan.
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Special Feature

أﻣﻨّ ﺎﻛﻢ_اﻟﻠﻪ#

»Travel Safe«

Ministry of Foreign Affairs Travel
Awareness Campaign

Due to its belief in the importance of facilitating citizens travel and ensuring their personal safety during
their stay abroad, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Bahrain has launched #Travel_Safe
awareness campaign to release travel instructions for the year 2017, coinciding with the start of summer and
travel season in the Kingdom.
The campaign aims at informing citizens about the steps that should be followed before traveling, starting
from checking the validity of passports until reaching the host country and abiding by its laws. It also raises
awareness regarding housing and clothing, and avoidance of thefts in order to ensure that citizens enjoy
their trips while maintaining their security and safety until they return safely to the Kingdom.
The instructions of the campaign were published on the Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ various social media
accounts as well as on Bahrain News Agency. In anticipation of any travel emergency, booklets and flyers with
numbers of Bahrain missions abroad were launched and distributed to passengers at Bahrain International
Airport. Instructions were also displayed electronically via the airport’s screens. The campaign also featured
short videos that were presented on Bahrain TV and social media.
The Ministry affirmed in its campaign the importance of registering passengers’ travels in “Wejhaty”
application which the Ministry has launched previously in cooperation with the Information Authority and
e-government. The application sends the passengers notifications and alerts regarding the country they
are visiting. Wejhaty also offers information regarding visa for all countries, as well as other travel services.
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Opinions

Ambassador
Waheed Mubarak Sayyar
The region and the world face
many challenges that are affecting
regional and international security
and peace. This has given the
GCC historical responsibilities
that require the highest degree of
coordination and cooperation in
order for our countries to remain
immune and to protect achieved
accomplishments.
The
most
prominent threats are terrorism
and its severe consequences on
international peace and security
as well as external interference
in the internal affairs of the GCC
countries. This is a clear violation
of the good neighborliness, the
sovereignty and independence
of the countries and is imperative
for providing all the reasons of
strength and prevention to move
forward towards achieving unity.
We are backed by a long history
of brotherhood and cooperation,
which was established by their
Majesties and Highnesses the
leaders, whom laid the foundation
for the GCC Cooperation Council.
Today, thankfully, the GCC is an
influential regional bloc and a
major part on the international
political and economic stage,
and the Council will continue its
successful march thanks to the
role of the wise leadership.
The
intensification
of
cooperation in the economic and
developmental fields contributes
to enhancing the ability of the
GCC countries to cope with the
changes and challenges, leading
to the Council›s march towards
a better future for the brotherly
nations, aspiring for integrated
unity.

The march of the GCC ..
Cooperation and joint visions

The intra-GCC trade has reached
124 billion dollars, while 516,000
Gulf residents have shares in 653
joint-stock companies in other
member countries with a capital
of US $ 256 and Gross Domestic
Production of US $ 1.6 trillion.
Indicating that we are facing
a significant economic power
that has been established
over the years to be dominant
internationally in the size of the
oil reserves, the size of the trade
surplus and the value of imports,
as well as the high levels of human
development indicators.
The Gulf Cooperation Council
was established on the unity
of purpose and destiny and
the constant aspiration for a
promising future for our Arab
nation. It affirms the support of
its causes, most importantly the
Palestinian issue, which further
affirms our constant message to
the world that peace and security
will prevail through dialogue,
coexistence and tolerance. This
requires concerted international
efforts to combat extremism,
terrorism, piracy and all forms of
violence and destruction.
The GCC countries have always
been and continue to advocate
for understanding and dialogue,
in harmony with the peace
message it carries, despite all the
conspiracies that are being woven
regionally and internationally, until
security threats around us become
a reality that must be confronted
in order to prevent dangers and
repel aggression. This includes
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supporting legitimacy in Yemen
and maintain its unity, stability and
Arab nationalism. Our countries
also have a clear and unequivocal
position in rejecting terrorism
and violence in Syria and Iraq,
with our constant call for political
solutions, the voice of reason
and the need to resort to logic to
ensure security and peace.
Our Gulf march has always
focused on setting priorities
and exploring visions in order to
identify the needs of the future in
a comprehensive vision that meets
the aspirations of Their Majesties
and Highnesses the leaders of the
GCC to enhance development
in all fields in order to provide
the best living standards for our
people. The GCC has become
one of the most effective regional
entities, in a way that reflects
our history and capabilities,
confronting all attempts to
interfere in our internal affairs
and target our gains, prosperity,
security and stability.

*The Undersecretary for Regional and GCC
Affairs at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Bahrain at a Glance
Al Fateh Mosque

The grand Al Fateh Mosque is both Bahrain’s largest place of worship and among one of the largest mosques in
the world.
It was built under the patronage of the late Sheikh Isa bin Salman Al Khalifa in 1987 and was named after Ahmed
Al Fateh. The mosque accommodates up to 7000 worshippers and is crowned with the largest fiberglass dome in
the world. The walls of the mosque are beautifully ornamented with Kufic calligraphy.
Source: Bahrain Authority for Culture and Antiquities

Economics
Key Investment Sectors
in the Kingdom of Bahrain
(2)
Information Communication
& Technology
Bahrain offers an ideal location for
technology companies to access the
fast-growing Middle East and GCC
markets.
Bahrain offers technology companies
the following advantages:

ل
Logistics
Bahrain's
strategic
location
makes it an attractive GCC
gateway hub to access key
international markets.
Bahrain deliver the following
advantages:
The Khalifa Bin Salman Port is
the most efﬁcient port in the
region.
Liberalized regulatory environment with international companies able to setup wholly owned
regionally regional distribution
centres.

Logistics ﬁrms in
Bahrain include:

IBM
Terminal
Aramex

DHL

Bahrain offers the most efﬁcient
entry point in the Easter
Province of the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia through the King
Fahad Causeway.

FedEx

Fibre optic cable links to the rest of the
Gulf .

Shortest travel time between
key logistics processing zones
(Bahrian International Airport,
Seaport, BIIP and BLZ).

UPS

Robust intellectual property laws to
protect IP and its creation.

Availability of highly skilled
human capital.

A deregulated telecoms market in the
region.
Easy access to the high-growth Gulf
(GCC) and Middle East market.

IG & Twitter: @bahdiplomatic | Email: contactus@mofa.gov.bh | www.mofa.gov.bh

Source: Bahrain Economic Development Board
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