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Kingdom of Bahrain

HM King participates in Arab Islamic
American Summit in Riyadh
US President: Our relationship with
Bahrain wonderful, improving
Riyadh, 21 May - His Majesty King Hamad
bin Isa Al Khalifa has praised the deep and
strong relations and the strategic partnership
between Bahrain and the US as he met with
US President Donald Trump on the sidelines
of the Arab Islamic American Summit .
President Trump described relations
between Bahrain and the US as wonderful
and said there would be no tension anymore
between them.
He said he was looking forward to improving
bilateral ties for a very long time and
enhancing cooperation in what pertains to
security, stability and counter-terrorism, in
light of the common denominators.

HM King receives
Credentials of four
new ambassadors
His Majesty King
Hamad bin Isa Al
Khalifa has received
the credentials of
four ambassadors
to the Kingdom:
the
Ambassador
of Malaysia, Ajus
Salim
Haji,
the
Ambassador of the
Republic of Korea,
Koo Hyun-Mo, the
Ambassador of the
Republic of Brazil,
Norton de Andrade
Mello Rapesta, and
the
Ambassador
and
Head
of
Delegation of the
European
Union
Michele Cervone.
His
Majesty
wished the new
ambassadors
success
and
praised
Bahrain’s
cooperation
and
ties
with
their
countries.

In an increasingly challenging world, Bahrain consolidates alliances, ties

Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khalifa
Minister of Foreign Affairs
The summit between His Majesty King Hamad
bin Isa Al Khalifa and US President Donald
Trump in the Saudi capital Riyadh on May 21
was an outstanding testimony to the special
decades-long relations between the two
friendly countries.
It was a befitting tribute to the wise policy
and high-minded efforts exerted by HM King
Hamad to serve the best interests of the
Kingdom and to highlight its diplomacy.
It was also an opportunity for two leaders
to show their convergent views on a wide
spectrum of issues and to express their
keenness to move forward with their ties and
cooperation in various areas.
Another summit was also held between the
leaders of the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) and President Trump. During the
summit, the two sides signed a Memorandum
of Understanding on combating terrorism
financing in a serious new step to strengthen
cooperation in the fight against this dangerous
phenomenon. The GCC-US summit reflected
the interest of the GCC states in enhancing
cooperation between the two sides.
The summit emphasized the pivotal role of
the GCC countries in maintaining the security
and stability of the region and in confronting
challenges and threats to the international
community. It also highlighted its role in

establishing a strong partnership to combat
violence, extremism and terrorism and to
put an end to all forms of interference in the
internal affairs of other countries. The Riyadh
Declaration issued by the Arab-IslamicAmerican Summit marked the establishment
of a close partnership and a long-term alliance
to confront extremism and terrorism and
achieve peace, stability and development. The
declaration will ensure continued coordination
between the Arab and Islamic countries with
the United States on issues of mutual interest
and measures to consolidate their relations.
The Global Center for Combating Extremist
Ideology in Riyadh will be a vital support for
efforts to confront all forms of extremism and
subversive thoughts, consolidate moderation
and promote peaceful coexistence.
Another example this month of Bahrain’s active
diplomacy is the visits of His Majesty the King
to Malaysia and Brunei Darussalam during
which His Majesty held important meetings
and signed significant agreements.
The visits affirmed Bahrain’s political and
economic status both regionally and
internationally
and
reflected
Bahrain’s
recognition of Asia as a strategic geographical
depth, an active economic partner and an
influential political force in supporting the Gulf,
Arab and Islamic issues.

The Kingdom
HM King: We will strengthen cooperation with US
in combating extremism, terrorism

HM the King in the Arab Islamic American Summit

Riyadh, 21 May - His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa
Al Khalifa affirmed the importance of consolidating
cooperation, friendship and historic strategic
partnership with the United States of America.
He added that both countries would cooperate in
establishing solid foundations for peace and security,
forming a united front to combat terrorism and
extremism and preventing all forms of interference in
internal affairs for the sake of a more secure, stable
and prosperous world.
His Majesty the King headed Bahrain’s delegation to
the 17th Consultative Meeting of the leaders of the
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries.
He also met US President Donald Trump at a bilateral
summit and took part in the GCC- US summit and the
Arab Islamic American Summits at the invitation of the
Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King Salman bin
Abdulaziz Al Saud.
In his statement upon arriving in Riyadh, HM the
King praised the strong historic relations between
Bahrain and Saudi Arabia and the steady efforts and
continuous initiatives by the Custodian of the Two
Holy Mosques in strengthening ties and spreading a
culture of tolerance to establish peace and security in
the world.
HM the King expressed appreciation of the approach
of the US administration and its keenness to consult
and work with the GCC and Arab and Islamic countries
to find categorical solutions to the most important
regional and international challenges, especially
extremism and terrorism.
During his meeting with the US president, His Majesty
praised the deep solid relations and the strategic
partnership between the two countries that date back
to 120 years, while the American president said that

«relations between our two countries are wonderful”.
“Although they had been strained a little, there will
be no tension with this administration. We will build
a long-term relationship and I look forward to that as
there are many same things in common.»
In his address to the GCC-US Summit, His Majesty the
King affirmed that Bahrain’s friendship with the United
States of America is vital to global security because of
its profound positive impact on peace and stability in
the world thanks to its international influence, strength
and wisdom, calling for the formation of a united front
to combat terrorism and extremism.
He called for strengthening cooperation to confront
terrorist organizations and militias and eliminate all
those who support them and try to destabilize “our
societies” and to establish security, peace, moderation
and culture of coexistence and tolerance.

HM the King with the American President
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The Kingdom
Referring to Gulf security and stability, His Majesty the King
said the matter depends on whether Iran would or would
not reconsider its policies and stop exporting its revolution
and provoking sectarian extremism in the region, reminding
it that the Gulf peoples are one people.
HM King Hamad and the leaders agreed on a memorandum
of understanding (MoU) with the United States on the
establishment of a center to target terrorism funding
sources.
In his statement at the Arab- Islamic-American Summit,
chaired by the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, with
the participation of the US President and the leaders of 55
Arab and Islamic countries, His Majesty said that the Arab
and Islamic relations with the United States were deeprooted and based on common interests and values.
HM King Hamad called on the present leaders to strengthen
their alliance and their mutual cooperation in order to serve
common interests and stand up together to the terrorist
organizations and their supporters and confront their
attempts to destabilize societies or interfere in their internal
affairs as well as to achieve security and peace.
“Islam’s message which was meant to address all mankind
was one of peace, tolerance and coexistence among
peoples and calling for justice and equality,” HM King the
King said.
The Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques stressed that the
Iranian regime has been a source of global terrorism since
the Khomeini Revolution to the present day and that the
region has not known terrorism or extremism until then.
The «Riyadh Declaration» which crowned the Arab –
Islamic-American Summit stressed that the present
leaders remain committed to close partnership and joint
work to face extremism and terrorism in all forms, address
their cultural root-causes and dry out their funds as the
only way to achieve peace, stability and development
regionally and internationally.
The declaration also welcomed the many positive
developments and results, including:
- A declaration of intent to establish the « US-Middle East
Strategic Alliance in Riyadh» in 2018, with the participation
of many countries to contribute to the achievement of
peace and security in the region and the world.
- Willingness of the countries participating in the Islamic
military alliance to fight terrorism to provide a reserve
force of 34,000 soldiers to support operations against
terrorist organizations in Iraq and Syria when needed.

“Our country has been intact of terrorism for the past 300
years until the Khomeini Revolution emerged in 1979.»
He hailed the countries participating in the summit as
important partners in the fight against extremism and
terrorism, stressing that Islam “will remain, as it has always
been, a religion of mercy, coexistence and peace.»
The Saudi monarch called on the US President to jointly
work with the Arab and Islamic nations to isolate Iran and
to include Hezbollah on the list of terrorism, blaming the
Iranian authorities for the existing instability in the entire
Middle East.
- Establishing a center to target terrorism financing in
Riyadh.
- Promoting constructive coexistence and tolerance
among different countries, religions and cultures, and
rejecting any attempt to link terrorism to any a specific
religion, culture or race as well as clarifying Islam’s
tolerance, moderation and renunciation of all forms of
violence and extremism.
- - Confronting sectarian agendas and the interference in
countries’ affairs, absolute rejection of the Iranian regime’s
practices which destabilize the security of the region and
the world, and its continued support for terrorism and
extremism, denouncing its hostile stances and its continued
interference in the internal affairs of other countries, which
is a flagrant violation of the principles of the international
law and the principle of good neighborliness.

His Majesty the King participated along with the leaders of the other
countries in the inauguration of the Global Centre for Combating Extremist
Ideology in Riyadh, held under the patronage of the Custodian of the Two
Holy Mosques.
His Majesty stressed the importance of this step in consolidating the values
and principles of moderation, harmony and brotherhood and promoting
tolerance and peace.
Upon his departure from Riyadh, HM the King sent a cable of thanks and
appreciation to his brother the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques in which
he hailed the positive outcomes of the crucial summits that will consolidate
partnerships and enhance GCC-US relations at all levels. They will also
establish a new partnership to combat violence, extremism and terrorism
and to confront international and regional threats and challenges.
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The Kingdom
Bahrain-Egypt Summit: Combating terrorism, foreign interference

Manama, 8 May - His Majesty
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa and
visiting Egyptian President Abdel
Fattah El Sisi have affirmed their
shared keenness to boost deeprooted relations and reinforce joint
efforts to combat terrorism.
His Majesty the King hailed Egypt’s
return to its normal position within
the Arab nation to play a key role
in the region as an essential pillar
of security and stability as well as
an impervious bulwark for the Arab
and Islamic peoples.
His Majesty said Egypt has never
spared a single effort in supporting
the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) states and other Arab
countries and highly valued the
present and past contributions of
Egypt and Egyptians to the process

of nation-building, development
and stability in Bahrain.
President El Sisi, who was on
an official visit to the Kingdom,
said Egypt was looking forward
to underpinning its cooperation
with the Kingdom for the sake of
common interests, emphasizing
the need to confront attempts to
interfere in the domestic affairs of
Arab countries.
He said that Egypt would never
permit any attempt to impair
the security and stability of GCC
countries and asserted that Gulf
security was an integral part of
Egypt’s security.
Bahrain and Egypt agreed on
the need for the international
community to focus its efforts in
seeking political solutions to the

crisis hitting some of the countries
in the region.
Joint efforts should also be exerted
to unify Arab stances and solidarity
in order to confront challenges
together, they said.
HM the King bestowed on
President El Sisi the Shaikh Isa bin
Salman Al Khalifa Medal of the
Excellent Class, in recognition of
his dedicated efforts to consolidate
the historical bilateral relations.
His
Royal
Highness
Prince
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa,
Crown Prince, Deputy Supreme
Commander and Chairman of the
Economic Development Board
(EDB) welcomed President El Sisi to
EDB headquarters at Bahrain Bay.
He briefed the president on
the advantages of Bahrain’s
competitiveness and outstanding
investment-attractive infrastructure
amid common interest to further
boost bilateral economic ties.
As he received the Speaker of
the Council of Representatives,
Ahmed Ibrahim Al Mulla, President
El Sisi expressed his appreciation
of Bahrain’s honorable stances
towards Egypt and its people as
well as the special relations linking
the two brotherly countries.
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HM the King highlights close historical relations with UAE, UK

HM the King & HM Queen Elizabeth II at the International Endurance Race

London, 12 May - His Majesty King
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa met Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II and
UAE Vice-President, Prime Minister
and Dubai Ruler, His Highness
Shaikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al

5

Maktoum, at the Endurance Village
of the Windsor Great Park on May
12.
His Majesty the King exchanged
cordial talks with Her Majesty the
Queen and Shaikh Mohammed
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on Bahrain’s outstanding relations
with the United Kingdom and the
United Arab Emirates, hailing their
ties as long-standing and based
on mutual respect and multi-level
coordination.
HM the King and HM Queen
Elizabeth II watched part of the
International Endurance Race over
120 kilometers, held at the Windsor
Great Park with the participation
of HM the King’s Representative
for Charity Work and Youth Affairs,
Chairman of the Supreme Council
for Youth and Sport, President of
the Bahrain Olympic Committee
and Captain of the Royal Endurance
Team, HH Shaikh Nasser bin Hamad
Al Khalifa, alongside a number of
jockeys from the UAE and Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) and
European countries.
HM King Hamad also met the Duke
of York, HRH Prince Andrew, former
UK Prime Minister, David Cameron,
Lord Astor, Minister of State for
Europe and the Americas at the
Foreign and Commonwealth Office,
Sir Alan Duncan, and Commander
of the Royal Military Academy
Sandhurst, General Paul Nanson.
They discussed the importance of
sports festivals and their key role
in promoting such genuine sport
locally and globally.

The Kingdom
HM King’s historic Asian visits reinforce relations, cooperation
The visits by His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa to three East Asian countries on April 30 –
May 6 were highly successful at all levels.
During the visits to Malaysia, Brunei Darussalam and Thailand, HM the King held official talks on
ways of reinforcing deep rooted relations and cooperation.
Talks covered the development of multi-level cooperation in the economic, trade, investment,
tourism, educational, cultural and defence areas.
HM the King was accompanied by a high-level delegation comprising ministers, senior officials and
businessmen.

Significant boost for ties, cooperation as HM King
visits Malaysia
Bahrain and Malsysia gave their relations and
cooperation a strong boost as His Majesty King
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa started his Asian tour
with a visit to Malaysia on April 30 - May 3 at
the invitation of His Majesty the Yang Di-Pertuan
Agong XV of Malysia, Sultan Muhammad V.
The talks held by HM the King with the King of
Malaysia and Prime Minister Mohammad Najib
Abdul Razak focused on the strong historic
relations between the two friendly countries and
ways of bolstering them as well as regional and
international issues of common concern.
HM the King paid visits to the Malaysian parliament
and to the headquarters of the Command of
the Malaysian Armed Forces and received at his
residence the Defense Minister and the Sultan of
Pahang, HM Sultan Haji Ahmad Shah.
His Majesty’s visit to Malaysia was crowned with the
conclusion of five agreements and memorandums
of understanding on cooperation on air services,
defense, the exchange of information and
intelligence on combating terrorism, liquefied

natural gas (LNG), micro, small and medium
enterprises, and industry. They also signed a
cooperation agreement between the chambers of
commerce and industry of the two countries.
The two sides welcomed the formation of a joint
high commission, headed by the foreign ministers
of the two countries, to strengthen economic,
trade and investment ties, enhance cooperation
in the fields of environment, renewable energy, oil
and gas and to take measures to exempt nationals
of both countries from visa requirements to enter
the other country.
The two countries agreed to strengthen ties
between the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) and
ASEAN, taking advantage of Bahrain’s status as
the gateway to the Gulf and the hub of Islamic
banking, and of Malaysia›s position at the heart of
the ASEAN Economic Community.
They condemned terrorism in all its forms and
manifestations without linking it to a specific race
or religion and emphasized the importance of
moderation as an approach to promoting dialogue,
mutual respect, understanding and tolerance.
Malaysia welcomed Bahrain’s decision to open an
embassy in Kuala Lumpur.
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HM’s Visit to Kingdom of Thailand
His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa
and Thailand’s Prime Minister, General Prayut
Chan-o-cha, affirmed their keenness to
strengthen bilateral relations and develop
them in various economic, commercial,
investment, cultural and tourism field.
On a visit to Thailand on May 4-6 as part of
his keenness to deepen the Bahraini-Asian
partnership, HM the King extended his
greetings to His Majesty the King of Thailand
and the Thai people and wished them
continuous development and prosperity.
HM the King lauded the outcome of the Thai
Prime Minister’s recent visit to Manama and
its consolidation of bilateral cooperation in
all vital areas.
HM King Hamad paid a visit to the Royal
Palace in Bangkok where he offered his
deepest condolences to His Majesty King
Maha Vajiralongkorn, the royal family, the
government and people of Thailand over the
demise of the Late King Bhumibol Adulyadej,
recalling his initiatives to promote social and
economic development and support stability
and peace across the world.

HisMajesty›s visit to Sultanate of Brunei Darussalam
Bahrain and Brunei Darussalam have agreed to expand
their cooperation and strengthen their ties in various areas.
HM King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa was on an official visit
to Brunei Darussalam, the second trip of his Asian tour, on
May 3-4, at the invitation of His Majesty Sultan Hassanal
Bolkiah.
The two leaders held official talks with the Bruneian side
on ways to develop and expand joint cooperation between
the two countries in economic, trade, investment and
cultural fields, as well as on how to support joint projects
and programs.
HM King Hamad stressed the Kingdom’s keenness to
develop cooperation between the two countries, praising
the role Brunei Darussalam plays, under the leadership of
His Majesty the Sultan, in the Asian arena and commended
its contributions to serving Islamic issues.
The Sultan of Brunei stressed the keenness of his country to
expand cooperation with the Kingdom at all levels, praising
the achievements of Bahrain under the leadership of His
Majesty the King and the ongoing growth in various fields.
His Majesty the King was conferred the Royal Family Medal
of Brunei in recognition of His Majesty’s role in developing
cooperation and ties between the two countries.

7
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The Kingdom
HM King stresses keenness to strengthen ties with Thailand
Sakhir Palace, 25 April - His Majesty King Hamad
bin Isa Al Khalifa has stressed Bahrain’s keenness
to strengthen relations, boost cooperation and
expand partnership with Thailand and create more
opportunities for the public and private sectors.
Receiving the Kingdon of Thailand’s Prime Minister
General Prayuth Chan-ocha, HM the King said
that the official visit marked a new beginning in
the development of Bahraini-Thai relations in all
fields.
HM the King expressed his appreciation of the
Thai Prime Minister›s efforts to strengthen and
develop cooperation.

HM King Hamad with General Prayuth Chan-ocha

Prime Minister receives Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Thailand

Thai Premier: His Royal Highness is a leader and is respected by all

Manama, April 25 – The Prime Minister of the Kingdom
of Bahrain, His Royal Highness Prince Khalifa bin
Salman Al Khalifa, hailed the Bahraini-Thai relations
as exemplary relations, based on mutual respect and
common interests.
The Prime Minister of Thailand, General Prayut Chano-cha expressed happiness for visiting the Kingdom
of Bahrain and praised His Royal Highness the Prime
Minister as a charismatic leader and a symbol of
wisdom and experience who has earned the respect
of all.
During the official talks, the two sides agreed to
enhance economic and trade cooperation between the
two countries, particularly in the areas of agriculture,
food security, public health, education, tourism,
transportation and communication.
They also agreed to activate the signed bilateral
agreements and increase coordination at international
forums vis-à-vis various regional and global issues.
The Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the two countries
were instructed to follow up on such issues through

the work of the Supreme Joint Committee.
On the sidelines of the meetings, a protocol amending
some articles of the agreement on avoiding double
taxation between the governments was signed along
with two memorandums of understanding (MoU),
one on cooperation in agriculture, and the other on
cooperation between the University of Bahrain and
Prince of Songkla University of Thailand.
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HRH Crown Prince: Partnership with
United Kingdom, strategic and historic
London, 16 May - His Royal Highness the Crown
Prince, Deputy Supreme Commander and First
Deputy Prime Minister, Prince Salman bin Hamad
Al Khalifa commended the strategic and historic
partnership between the Kingdom of Bahrain
and the United Kingdom, and its continued
development in light of the mutual keenness to
further enhance development and peace.
HRH Prince Salman met with His Royal Highness
the Crown Prince of the United Kingdom, Prince
Charles at Clarence House, to take part in the
inauguration ceremony of Oxford Islamic Studies
Centre at the University of Oxford in London.
HRH affirmed that the recent visit of His Majesty
the King to the United Kingdom reflected
the deep-rooted relations between the two
countries and their aspirations.

HRH Crown Prince with HRH Crown Prince of the United Kingdom

HRH Crown Prince during the inauguration ceremony of Oxford Islamic Studies Centre

His Royal Highness the Crown Prince noted Bahrain’s
keenness, in light of the wise vision of His Majesty the
King, to continue its cultural role and to affirm its collective
national identity, which is open to different cultures.
He also noted Bahrain’s contributions to the enrichment
of interfaith and intercultural initiatives as well as its
promotion of the principles of pluralism, moderation
and acceptance of the other, which truly reflect the spirit
and values of Islam.
HRH Prince Salman expressed appreciation to the
United Kingdom for establishing such institutions which
highlight the pivotal role of the Islamic culture and its
impact on human civilization.
He also praised the efforts of Prince Charles in supporting
and directing such approaches, and his keenness to
further develop relations and cooperation between the
two countries, particularly culture and development
fields.
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Diplomacy
The Minister of Foreign Affairs meets with
the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Thailand
Manama, April 24 - The Minister of Foreign Affairs, Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khalifa,
met with the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Thailand, Don Pramudwinai, within the framework
of the official visit of the Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Thailand, General Prayut Chan-o-cha, to the
Kingdom of Bahrain.
They discussed the agenda of the visit by the Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Thailand, General Prayut
Chan-o-cha, to the Kingdom of Bahrain as well as the progress of relations between the two countries and
the means of bolstering these ties at all levels.

Shaikh Khalid affirmed the pride of the Kingdom of Bahrain in the progress of bilateral relations in various
fields in view of the joint keenness to strengthen relations as well as the exchange of visits by officials from
both countries for the benefit of cooperation and coordination in various forums to serve joint interests.
The Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Thailand affirmed the strength of Bahraini-Thai relations in
various fields, praising the important role of the Kingdom of Bahrain in the region, and wishing the Kingdom
further prosperity and progress.

Minister of Foreign Affairs: Bahraini embassy in
Malaysia and closer ties with Brunei
On the sidelines of the official visit by His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa
Al Khalifa to Malaysia and Brunei Darussalam, the Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khalifa, affirmed
Bahrain’s keenness to enhance the deep-rooted relations with the two
countries in order to promote common interests.
In Kula Lumpur, Shaikh Khalid hailed the outcome of the official talks
between His Majesty and the Prime Minister of Malaysia.
Addressing a press conference alongside the Malaysian Minister of
Defense, Hishammuddin Hussein, on May 3, Shaikh Khalid stressed the
importance of holding the first meeting of the joint high commission
within the next two months and of carrying out the royal directives
to open a Bahraini embassy in Kuala Lumpur to strengthen relations
between the two countries.
The Malaysian Defense Minister also stressed the significance of the
joint high commission in promoting relations at all levels of trade,
investment, economy and military.
During his meeting with the Minister of Energy and Industry, Haji
Mohammed Yasmin bin Haji Omar, at the Prime Minister›s Office in
Brunei Darussalam on May 4, Shaikh Khalid affirmed the Kingdom›s
keenness to consolidate relations and expand cooperation with Brunei.
He praised Brunei›s progress and positions vis-à-vis the issues of the
Islamic world, global peace and stability.
The Minister of Energy and Industry expressed his pride in the regular
communication between the officials of the two countries and wished
Bahrain constant progress and prosperity.

Minister of Foreign Affairs during press conference

Minister of Foreign Affairs with the Minister of Energy and Industry
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Diplomacy
National Human Rights Reports
Meet Widespread International Acclaim in Geneva

The Kingdom of Bahrain has made great diplomatic
success in submitting its national human rights reports
before the UN’s Human Rights Council and the
Committee against Torture in Geneva in April and May
2017 for review
The Kingdom’s reports met widespread regional and
international accolades along with its pioneering
achievements in promoting and protecting human rights
as well as establishing for a community of justice and
welfare at par with international legal standards.
The Assistant Foreign Minister, and head of the
delegation, Abdullah bin Faisal bin Jabur Al Doseri,
took pride in the international community’s appreciation
of the accomplishments achieved in the field of human
rights and fundamental freedoms.
He said Bahrain’s attainments were in line with the
constitution, legislations, Government Program of
Action and the Bahrain Economic Vision 2030, under
the reform approach of His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa
Al Khalifa and stemmed from the noble human values
and principles of the country’s adherence to true religion
since the early emergence of the modern state.
He pointed to the adoption of the third national human
rights report during the 27th session of the third round of
the Universal Periodic Review mechanism, held from 1 to
12 May, where the Kingdom was the first country to have
its reports discussed as it did in the first two versions in
2008 and 2012.
The Assistant Minister noted that he Kingdom of
Bahrain won the admiration of 75 out of 83 countries,
which is attributable to the commitment of the Bahrain
delegation to full transparency, objectivity, constructive
interactive dialogue with UN mechanisms and in line
with its institutional and legislative achievements.
He said the international acclaim focused on the
achievements of the Kingdom in the areas of women›s
empowerment,
establishment
of
protectionist
mechanisms such as the Ombudsman, Special
Investigation Unit at the Public Prosecution, Prisoners
and Detainees Rights Commission and the National
Institute for Human Rights (NIHR).
The Assistant Foreign Minister noted that the Kingdom
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of Bahrain received 175 recommendations, the second
lowest number of recommendations after the Kingdom
of Finland, among 14 countries including Britain, the
Netherlands and Poland.
He affirmed that Bahrain would study these
recommendations carefully and inform the Human Rights
Council of what the kingdom will do in this respect before
the 36 session, which is scheduled for September 2017.
The Assistant Minister explained that this international
recognition came days after the second and third periodic
reports of the Kingdom of Bahrain had been discussed
under the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment before
the Committee against Torture (CAT) in Geneva from 21
to 24 April.
“In its concluding observations on 12 May, the
Committee welcomed the interactive dialogue,
information and clarifications provided, and the positive
legislative and procedural aspects taken by the Kingdom
in the promotion and protection of human rights, the
promulgation of laws and policies, the accession to
relevant international conventions and the amendment of
Articles 208 and 232 of the Penal Code on the definition
of the crime of torture and confirmed that crimes cannot
be snubbed with passage of time.”
The Assistant Minister also referred to the promulgation
of Law 2014 /18 to govern the Reform and Rehabilitation
Centre and the establishment of the National Committee
to Combat Trafficking in Persons and National Fund
for the Compensation of Victims, promulgation of the
Code of Conduct for Policemen and other policies and
programs.
The Assistant Foreign Minister, Abdullah bin Faisal bin
Jabur Al Doseri, affirmed that the official delegation
reviewed before the Committee against Torture all
legislative and institutional developments, executive
procedures, monitoring mechanisms and judicial equity.
He called on the Committee to exert great efforts to
double check false information and misleading reports
it receives from suspicious organizations that enjoy zero
acceptability and credibility in Bahrain.

Achievements

The Kingdom of Bahrain – A rich history
and ever-developing Cultural Spring

The Kingdom of Bahrain holds a unique place thanks
to its geographic location in the Arabian Gulf and to
its deep-rooted history of powerful civilizations.
Both elements have blessed with one of the most
liberal cultural heritages worldwide, making it,
throughout the ages, a safe home for ethnically
diverse inhabitants.
Bahrain is thus distinguished by its rich history and
famous civilizations that span more than 5,000 years.
Its pluralistic identity and its generous contributions
to the world’s civilizations have made it a shining
cultural and intellectual centre and an oasis of mutual
tolerance and peaceful coexistence among cultures
and religions.
It also enjoys an excellent regional and international
reputation with regard to its efforts that aim to
establish regional and global peace thanks to the
pioneering initiatives of His Majesty King Hamad bin
Bahrain Annual Fine Arts Exhibition
Held under the patronage of HRH the Prime Minister, Prince
Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa, and has been organized on an
annual basis since 1972.
Bahrain Summer Festival
The hugely popular festival includes shows and artistic and
musical activities for both adults and children. The Nakhool
City is held every summer at the hall of the Bahrain National
Museum.
Ta’a Al Shabab
Ta’a Al Shabab is a full-fledged cultural festival that
features art and intellectual activities that include reading,
architecture, literary production, fine arts and visual and
performance-based arts, music, cinema.

Isa Al Khalifa.
Seeking to enhance its cultural and civilized
achievements and provide a legislative and
institutional framework, Bahrain in 2015 established
the Bahrain Authority for Culture and Antiquities
(BACA), chaired by Shaikha Mai Bint Mohammed
Al Khalifa, as a subsidiary authority reporting to the
Cabinet.
The BACA carries out all the tasks relating to the
protection and development of culture, national
heritage, antiquities and museums as well as to
encouraging art and theatre activities that used to
be carried out by the Ministry of Culture and other
official bodies.
BACA also aims to promote the Kingdom’s deeprooted history, impressive civilizations and rich
cultures by organizing annual festivals and cultural,
intellectual and artistic activities.
Bahrain International Music Festival
The festival has been held annually in conjunction with the
celebration of the International Music Day, in the first week
of October, since 1992. Its aim is to promote UNESCO’s
idea on the need to elevate public taste through music in
order to spread ethical values and love among people.
Spring of Culture
The special festival has an eventful schedule and hosts
distinguished artists from Bahrain, Arab countries and
across the world.
Performances include music, dance, theatre, art, concerts
and an array of other cultural activities that highlight both
Bahrain’s rich heritage and the world’s cultures.

The Diplomatic Gazette | May 2017 12

Achievements

AlKhamees Mosque

Bahrain National Theatre

The Authority seeks to highlight archaeological sites, forts, historical and religious landmarks of the Kingdom
as well as its human and cultural role which entitled it to be the capital of Arab Culture for 2012, Arab Tourism
for 2013, Asian Tourism for 2014 and the Arab Regional Center for World Heritage of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) since April 2013. Muharraq, the northern city laden
with cultural treasures, was selected as the capital of Islamic Culture for 2018.
BACA aims to enhance the Kingdom’s prestigious position as a unique Arab model of culture openness and a
shining source of intellectual, cultural and civilizational activities in the region.

The Kingdom has achieved a remarkable
international cultural status and won prestigious
awards at various international events that include
«The Golden Lion Award» during the participation
of BACA (formerly the Ministry of Culture) at the
12th International Architecture Exhibition in Venice.
Bahrain was the first Arab country to receive such an
award.
Registration of “the Pearling, Testimony of an
Island Economy” site: It was included on the World
Heritage List of UNESCO in 2012. It is an open
museum that stretches over a three-kilometre and
consists of 17 buildings in Muharraq, three offshore
oyster beds, part of the seashore and the Bu Mahir
Fortress on the southern tip of Muharraq Island, from
where boats used to set off for the oyster beds.
It was the second Bahraini site to be on the
international list of the UNESCO World Heritage site,
following the registration of the Bahrain Fort in 2005,
and now seeking the registration of Aa’li Hills.
Establishment of the Bahrain National Theater:
Opened in November 2012 under the patronage of
His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, it is the third
biggest theatre in the Arab World. With a capacity of
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1,000 seats, its inspiration was from the fascinating
tales of 1,001 Arabian Nights. The theatre covers an
area of 11,869 square meters and hosts numerous
musical, theatre and international performances.
Dar Al Muharraq: It was opened in 2016
to enhance the status of traditional folk music and
enrich the abstract heritage of the city of Muharraq
for its location on the Pearl Trail. The establishment
of Dar Al Riffa Al Oda is currently in progress as well.
Al Khamees Mosque Visitors Center: The
center was opened in 2016, with the support of HRH
the Crown Prince, Deputy Supreme Commander and
First Deputy Prime Minister, Prince Salman bin Hamad
Al Khalifa. Built during the Umayyad era in 692, it is
among the oldest mosques in the Arab world.
Al- Khalifiyah Library: It was opened in 2017
and the library is almost 60 years old enriching the
Kingdom’s cultural infrastructure.
The Kingdom of Bahrain, through its pavilion
“Green Archaeology”, won the silver medal in
Architecture during its participation in the Milano
Expo in 2015.

Opinions

HE Shaikha Mai Bint
Mohammed Al-Khalifa
Bahrain had the honor of being
crowned several titles over the past
years (the Cultural Capital of the Arab
World), (the Capital of Arab Tourism),
(the Capital of Asian Tourism) ... all the
titles celebrated by Manama at which
it shined each time, and it is time for
the old capital of Bahrain to receive the
same attention, to showcase its history
to a wider audience in the world.
It is enough to walk in its narrow streets
to take you voluntarily on a journey
of beautiful times. Traditional house
designs, distinctive windows, antique
wooden doors, and folk music are
an invitation to reflection, borrowing
memory from space and time to absorb
all that magic. The city, which was and
still is a center of cultural radiation,
has influenced various fields and

Stances

Muharraq …
Capital of Islamic Culture 2018

contributed to generations of pioneers
and intellectuals.
As important an event of Muharraq
being declared the Capital of Islamic
Culture 2018, so was the preparation of
an integrated strategy to promote the
city›s reputation and its rich heritage.
A package of projects has been
announced to achieve a comprehensive
vision of upgrading the cultural
infrastructure of Muharraq and Bahrain.
The celebration of Muharraq, the
Capital of Islamic Culture 2018, is an
opportunity to highlight the unique
heritage of the city through the Pearl
Road project: a view of the economy
of the island, which extends over a
distance of 3 kilometers from the
Visitors Center of the Bu Maher Fort
(Qal’at Bu Maher), passing through the

old houses of prominent Bahrain figures
in the fields of culture, economy and art,
to the last station, Siyadi House (Bait
Siyadi) and mosque, a project that is the
second Bahraini site listed on the World
Heritage List in 2012.
At a time when the voices of differences
and extremism dominate and the
image of the Islamic religion appears to
be contrary to the truth, the celebration
of Muharraq, the Capital of Islamic
Culture 2018, is a platform through
which to correct inaccurate stereotypes
and ideas, and to show that Islamic
civilization has enough resources to
make it a favorite destination for those
searching for knowledge and beauty.

Bahrain’s stances in April and May

April 30

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemns the terrorist attack that took place in
Karrada neighborhood in the city of Baghdad in Iraq.

May 5

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemns the statements made by the Ambassador
of Syria to the Republic of Lebanon, which constitute an unacceptable interference
in the internal affairs of Bahrain.

May 12

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemns the terrorist attack in Baluchistan, the
Islamic Republic of Pakistan.

May 12

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemns the shooting that took place in Masoura
neighborhood, Qatif of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

May 18

The Kingdom of Bahrain welcomes the important positive results of the visit paid
by Abu Dhabi Crown Prince and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed
Forces, His Highness Shaikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, to the United States
and his meeting with US President Donald Trump.

May 23

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemns the terrorist bombing in Manchester, UK.

May 26

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemns in the strongest terms the terrorist attack
that took place in Minya in the Arab Republic of Egypt.

May 26

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemns the twin suicide bombing attack on a bus
station in the Indonesian city of Jakarta.
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Opinions

Ambassador Abdullah
Abdullatif Abdullah

It is given to few countries across the
world to have a foreign policy that has
earned deep international trust and
genuine respect as Bahrain.
Such an achievement is rightly attributed
to wisdom and diplomacy by His
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa,
and the support of His Royal Highness
Prime Minister Prince Khalifa bin Salman
Al Khalifa and His Royal Highness Prince
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown
Prince, Deputy Supreme Commander
and First Deputy Premier.
The Kingdom’s foreign Policy is largely
shaped by the persistent endeavors
to develop amicable ties with all the
countries and regional and global
organizations, based on mutual respect
and shared interests while being fully
committed to serving regional and
international peace and to achieving
sustainable development goals.
The foundations of Bahrain’s foreign
diplomacy were
laid decades ago
by Deputy Prime Minister, Shaikh
Mohammed bin Mubarak Al Khalifa,
and the building process continues
today with the Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin
Mohammed Al Khalifa, under the wise
directives of the Kingdom’s leaders.
The foreign policy is premised on
placing the interests of the nation and
the citizens as the top priority and on
an asserting the country’s status as an
efficient and influential player in the
region and across the world, drawing on
political and economic openness under
the wise rule of His Majesty the King.
Throughout more than 46 years of
determined diplomatic and heavy
institutional
action,
Bahrain
has
succeeded to assert itself at international
gatherings thanks to its high values and
humanitarian principles that strive to
achieve peace, security and stability in
the region and the world.
In its endeavors, Bahrain has fostered
mutual
respect,
dialogue
and
understanding among states, peoples
and civilizations while remaining fully
committed to Gulf, Arab, Islamic
and international agreements and
covenants.
In all its diplomatic initiatives and

Bahrain Diplomacy: Deep-rooted past,
dynamic present & a vision for the future

international relations, the Kingdom of
Bahrain has sought to uphold national
interests and preserve the nation’s
security, stability, sovereignty and
territorial safety.
It has also opted for maintaining unity
and vital political and economic interests
by building well-balanced and effective
regional and global partnerships,
opening new investment prospects
and reinforcing its position as a leading
financial, trade, and investment hub
regionally and internationally, in
accordance with Bahrain Economic
Vision 2030.
Bahrain at the same time is looking
after its citizens’ interests and
consolidating its honorable standpoint
in terms of women’s advancement and
empowerment under the patronage
of HRH Princess Sabeeka bint Ibrahim
Al Khalifa, wife of HM the King and
President of the Supreme Council for
Women.
Such commitments helped elevate the
status of women and demonstrated
keenness on respecting human rights,
political, civil and cultural freedoms and
highlighting national achievements at
regional and global forums.
Bahrain’s diplomacy has accorded
top priority to the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC).The GCC is one of
the most successful and effective
regional alliances in the political,
economic, security and military areas.
It plays a key role in deepening Gulf
economic
citizenship,
deterring
foreign interference and boosting the
cooperation process towards the muchanticipated union.
Through its efficient membership in the
Arab League, the Kingdom has been
keen to defend just Arab causes, topped
by Palestine and its people’s legitimate
right to establish their independent
state with East Jerusalem as a capital.
Bahrain is also keen to support the
security, stability and territorial integrity
of all Arab countries, particularly Yemen,
Iraq ,Syria and Libya.
Committed to protecting Arab security,
Bahrain has taken part in the Saudi-led
Arab Coalition to fight extremist and
terrorist groups and support legitimacy.
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Bahrain has also worked on reinforcing
Islamic solidarity and the bonds of
fraternity under the umbrella of the
Islamic Cooperation Organization in
order to protect the unity, sovereignty
and territories of the member states and
ensure their welfare and prosperity.
Within this context, Bahrain has been
pushing for concerted efforts to present
to the world facts and the reality on the
ground in the Islamic nation and stand
up to incitement that fuels hatred of
Islam, Muslims and religions in general.
In light of its unflinching belief that peace
and justice are the essential foundations
of prosperous relations among states,
the Kingdom has called for the respect
of the sovereignty of states, noninterference in their domestic affairs and
shunning threats or threats to use force.
It also urges peaceful and diplomatic
solutions to regional and global conflicts
and ridding the Middle East including
the Arabian Gulf from weapons of
mass destruction, committing itself in
this regard to reinforcing its ties with
the United Nations and its specialized
agencies.
Bahrain also supports the UN goals,
peace-keeping activities and all activities
to achieve sustainable development,
fight extremism and terrorism, respect
human rights and the international
law. HH Shaikh Nasser bin Hamad
AlKhalifa, chairman of the board of
trustees of Royal Charity Organization,
leads the Kingdom’s continuous efforts
in providing humanitarian aid relief.
Moreover, Bahrain plays a key role in the
International Alliance against Terrorism,
holding the annual Manama Dialogue
in partnership between the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and the International
Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS) and
hosting international conferences to
promote inter-religions and civilizations
dialogue.
Bahrain has always been actively
working to consolidate its position as an
oasis for peaceful coexistence among
different faiths and sects, shed light
on the civilizational message of Islam
and boost bonds of partnership and
cooperation with friends and allies.
*Undersecretary of Foreign Ministry

Bahrain at a Glance
UNESCO Arab Regional Cente

The Arab Regional Centre for World Heritage (ARC-WH) is the first centre of its kind in the Middle East. It was inaugurated
in 2012, coinciding with Bahrain’s celebrations of the declaration of Manama as the Capital of Arab Culture for the year
2012. The centre was established after it was approved by the Executive Board of the UNESCO and recognized as a
category 2 centre under the auspices of UNESCO in 2009.
The ARC-WH importance lies in being an effective tool in implementing and promoting the World Heritage Convention
in the Arab region, through the provision of convention-related information in the Arabic language. The centre also
supports the efforts of the Arab countries and the UNESCO World Heritage Centre to preserve world heritage sites in
the region.
Source: Bahrain Authority for Culture and Antiquities

Economics

ل

Key Investment Sectors
in the Kingdom of Bahrain

Bahrain has a single regulatory authority, the Central Bank of Bahrain (CBB),
for all banking and ﬁnancial services.
The CBB consults widely and
thoroughly with practitioners in the
ﬁeld to ensure that regulations make
practical sense, and that they also
apply to domestic laws and regulations. There is also an element of
“moral suasion” – using inﬂuence and
pressure to ensure banks adhere to
policy and regulation.
2
Islamic Finance

1
Banking
3
Insurance
and
Re-insurance

4
Takaful
and
Re-takaful

5
Asset
Management

Construction

Manufacturing
At the heart of the GCC trillion
dollar market, Bahrain is the
ideal base for meeting the Gulf’s
growing appetite for manufactured goods.
Bahrain offers manufacturing
companies
the
following
beneﬁts:
Central location
freight costs.

reduces

Excellent road, sea and air
links.
Membership of the GCC
common market.
Bilateral trade and economic agreements with over 60
countries, as well as a Free
Trade Agreement with the
United States.
Plentiful supply of specialist,
skilled and semi-skilled
workers.
Supportive labour fund.
Competitive costs for labour,
industrial land and energy.

IG & Twitter: @bahdiplomatic | Email: contactus@mofa.gov.bh | www.mofa.gov.bh

The constructions sector in Bahrain
currently contributes %5 to the local
GDP, and is expected to increase %5-3
annually.
Most notably construction projects which
are currently in the works:

Gulf rail line
development
Bahrain
Airport
Expansion
Construction of
infrastructure for
three planned
cities

Public
transport
network
Source: Bahrain Economic Development Board
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