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Kingdom of Bahrain

Bahrain participates in 72nd Session
of United Nations General Assembly

September, New York - The delegation
of the Kingdom of Bahrain, led by the
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Sheikh
Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed
Al Khalifa, participated in the 72nd
session of the United Nations General
Assembly in New York.
The Minister of Foreign Affairs
delivered the address of the Kingdom
of Bahrain and held meetings with
ministers and officials from other
brotherly and friendly countries and
the Secretary-General of the United
Nations regarding enhancing bilateral
relations.

Minister of Foreign Affairs with the Secretary-General of the United Nations

Mutual respect: Bahrain’s major principle for world relations

Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khalifa
Minister of Foreign Affairs
His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa believes that
collective efforts and the invigoration of international
action are the best way to enhance the chances of
establishing peace and security across the world and
reaching peaceful political solutions to all regional and
international challenges.
It is in embodiment of this firm royal belief that the
Kingdom of Bahrain took part in the 72nd Regular Session
of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA 72) in
September 2017.
The session included meetings of great importance to
all countries as they provided a great opportunity for
exchanging views and holding discussions regarding
significant regional and international issues.
In addition to bringing together senior officials from
all over the world, these meetings also represented an
opportunity for friends and allies to meet and look into
ways of promoting the interests of all countries and
achieving world peace, security and stability.
Bahrain’s participation was also a continuation of the
Kingdom’s long-standing policy on building bridges of
cooperation with the United Nations and reinforcing its
relations with other countries and organizations.
It was also reflective of the constructive role of Bahrain
in maintaining peace and security and its aspirations to
reach a more stable and prosperous level that fulfils the
aspirations of all countries and peoples towards further
growth and prosperity.
This policy was hailed by the United Nations Secretary-

General António Guterres who stressed the importance
of the ever-progressing relations between Bahrain and
the United Nations.
Fully open to regional and international initiatives,
Bahrain will remain, as it has always been, a peace-loving
country that is committed to peace and security, based
on its prominent civilizational status and its deep-rooted
history.
Bahrain›s leaders are keen to develop the Kingdom and
strengthen its relations with various countries to better
contribute to the development of human civilization.
The commendation of Bahrain›s 2030 vision and its
objectives to build better lives for all citizens and to
empower women at various levels by the President of the
72nd United Nations General Assembly Miroslav Lajčák is
new evidence of its sound approach.
Such an approach enables the Kingdom to continue
its steady steps on the path of development with
determination and to promote the leading democratic
process in light of the existence of institutions that
represent the citizens and a constitution that guarantees
freedom of opinion and expression and positive
interaction with other countries.
Bahrain will continue its forward-looking development
and vibrant democratic accomplishments, relying on its
openness on all cultures and its firm belief in peaceful
coexistence and interaction with all peoples, fostering
the values of tolerance and moderation to achieve the
good for all humanity.

Diplomacy

Highlights from Bahrain’s speech
delivered by the Minister of Foreign Affairs before the
72nd Session of the United Nations General Assembly
Terrorism

1

- My country established strategic partnerships
within its own region & with allies to underpin
peace & counter terrorism in the Gulf, especially
through close cooperation between the Bahrain
Defense Force (BDF) and the US Fifth Fleet
based in the Kingdom of Bahrain.

Hajj

2

- I wish here to express congratulations to Saudi
Arabia for the great success of Hajj season,
which was widely praised by all pilgrims.

Iran

3

- Regimes that spread anarchy & evil are
destructive tools and will be the biggest losers
as they drift away from collective values of
nations, as is the case of Iran, where the people
suffer from oppression, misery, and poverty.
- We believe that the statement of H.E President
Trump here at UNGA has accurately denounced
Iran’s dangerous rogue regime.
- We stress the need for Iran to implement
UNSC Resolution 2231(2015) on the nuclear deal
including ballistic missiles and related weapons.

Qatar Crisis 4
- Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, UAE and Egypt, supported by many countries,
practiced their sovereign right under int’l law to sever relations with
Qatar, after long patience & exhaustion of all available means to halt
Qatar policies & violation of brethren ties of good neighborliness.
- Qatar supported systematic terrorism that harmed Bahrain & cost us
the lives of many innocent civilians and security personnel with a view to
undermine national security, social peace & overthrow the government
system.
- If Qatar is serious about engaging in a dialogue and reclaiming its
place, it must respond positively & transparently to our just demands.

Arab World

5

- We reaffirm our constant support for all efforts aimed at restoring peace and
security throughout Iraq.
- We reaffirm that we do not side with any Yemeni party against the other but we
oppose foreign interventions that seek to harm the country.
- The Palestinian issue comes on top of foreign policy priorities of the Kingdom
of Bahrain.
-In the Arab Republic of Syria, we urge the international community to exert
greater efforts to protect civilians and save lives.
- In Libya, we applaud the liberation of a number of major cities from the hands
of terrorist groups.
- We call for a political solution to the Moroccan Sahara issue.
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Foreign Minister’s meetings
on sidelines of UN General Assembly session
18 – Sept: Minister of Foreign Affairs attends UN reform meeting chaired by US President in presence
of UN Secretary-General and meets with Kingdom of Saudi Arabia Minister of Foreign Affairs.
19 – Sept: Palestinian President Receives Minister of Foreign Affairs in New York, Minister of Foreign
Affairs participates in consultative meeting of Foreign Ministers of Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, UAE and
Egypt, Indian Minister of External Affairs and participates in the opening of the United Nations General
Assembly at its 72nd session.
20 – Sept: Foreign Minister participates in Summit on Global Pact for the Environment, participates
in High-Level meeting on ending forced labor, modern slavery, human trafficking, meets with the
Acting Assistant Secretary of State for Near Eastern Affairs, meets the Acting Assistant Secretary of State
for Political-Military Affairs, participates in High-Level event on Libya, and meets with Cypriot, Thai
counterparts and former President of United Nations General Assembly.
21 – Sept: The Minister of Foreign Affairs meets the President of the 72nd Session, meets Foreign
Ministers of Sudan, Maldives and Nepal, meets Swiss Confederation State Secretary of Foreign Affairs
and the Secretary General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation.
22 – Sept: Minister of Foreign Affairs meets the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of Islamic
Republic of Mauritania, meets the United Nations Envoy on Youth and participates in High-Level
International Meeting on Syria.
23 – Sept: Minister of Foreign Affairs Meets UN Secretary General, Meets Jordanian Minister of Foreign
and Expatriates Affairs, meets Azerbaijan, Malaysia and Chad Foreign Ministers, meets members of the
American Jewish Committee and Bahrain participates in Daesh Coalition Meeting.
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Achievements

Significant Bahraini Participations
in the United Nations

His Majesty the King’s speech during the 66th
session of the General Assembly.

Her Royal Highness Wife of the King of Bahrain President
of the Supreme Council for Women, during a high level
session of the United Nations General Assembly for
promoting Gender Equality and the Empowerment of
Women.

The Kingdom’s membership in the United Nations
agencies and other organizations
Membership in the World Health Organization (WHO)
1981-1987, 1995-1998, 2004-2007,2016-2019

Membership in the World
Organization (WMO), 2000-2008

Membership in the Governing Body of the International
Labour Organization (ILO)
1981-1984,2014-2017

Vice President of the United Nations Economic and
Social Council, 2002

Membership in the United Nations International
Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF) Executive Board.
1982-1985
Membership in the Committee for Programme and
Coordination in the United Nations Economic and
Social Council (ECOSOC), 1988-1990
Membership in the United Nations Economic and
Social Council (ECOSOC), 1990-1992, 2000-2002
Membership in the United Nations Educational and
Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
1991-1995, 2003-2007.
Non-permanent membership in the United Nations
Security Council, 1998-1999
Membership in the Committee on Conferences
2015-2017

Meteorological

Membership in the Commission on the Status of
Women in the United Nations Economic and Social
Council, 2017-2021
Membership in the Human Rights Committee
2002-2004
Vice President of the Human Rights Committee
2004
Membership in the Human Rights Council
2006, 2009-2011
Membership in the Governing Council of United
Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN
Habitat), 2008-2011, 2012-2015, 2016-2019
Vice Presidency of the 70th session of the United
Nations General Assembly, 2015-2016
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Achievements

Joining the United Nations

The Kingdom of Bahrain joined
the United Nations on the 21st of
September 1971, and participated for
the first time in the 26th Session of the
General Assembly.
Bahrain was granted a non-permanent
membership in the UN Security
Council from 1998-1999, as well as the
presidency of the Security Council in
December 1998.
HH Shaikh Mohammed bin Mubarak during the Bahraini flag-hoisting ceremony after adopting
Bahrain’s membership in the United Nations 1971

On the 16th of August 1971, the
Representative of the Kingdom
of Bahrain, Jawad Al Arrayedh,
presented to the Secretary General
of the United Nations at the time, U
Thant, the membership application
of the Bahraini Government to join
to the United Nations.

United Nations Awards to Bahrain

Presidency of the UN General Assembly

* His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, was
awarded the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO), due to his Majesty’s vision of
economic empowerment for women and the youth in
Bahrain.
* The Information and Communication Technology in
Sustainable Development granted by the International
Telecommunications Union to His Royal Highness the
Prime Minister in 2015.
* The Millennium Development Goals award given by the
Committee on Awards of the Millennium Development
Goals.
*The Ibn Sina award from the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) to his
Highness the Prime Minister in 2009.
The Outstanding Achievements in the Field of Urban
Development, given by the UN Human Settlement
program in 2007.

Her Excellency Shaikha Haya bint Rashid Al
Khalifa was elected as the President of the
General Assembly in 2006, and became the
first Arab and Muslim woman to hold that
position.

5
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With Diplomats

Ambassador of the Kingdom of Bahrain to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to «the Diplomatic Gazette»:

Bahraini-Saudi ties have their roots embedded in Gulf-Arab Islamic relations
The brotherly historic relations between the Kingdom of Bahrain and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia are an exemplary model
of sincere and deep relations where the two countries and the two leaders are bind by a long common history and a march
full of giving and development They stem from the bonds of fraternity, kinship and blood relations and have their roots
deeply embedded in history. They have evolved to reach maximum extent of love, cooperation and development.
«The Diplomatic Gazette» of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs was keen to join the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in celebrating its
National Day and on this occasion, it met Ambassador of the Kingdom of Bahrain to Riyadh, Shaikh Hmood bin Abdullah
Al Khalifa.
He talked about the strong relations between the two brotherly Kingdoms and the many tasks carried out by Bahrain
Embassy to Riyadh, recalling the unforgettable memories of his career in the country which is dear to the hearts of all
Bahrainis.
Interviewed by: Ali Aljazaf
- The Bahraini-Saudi relations are brotherly and deeply
rooted in friendship and love, so how can one summarize
them in a few words?
Yes they are, and they are relations of a bilateral Arabian
Gulf-Islamic dimension and for this reason they are strategic,
ever-growing and evolving. In short, I can say: «together we
were, together we stay and together we will continue the
journey.»
- The work of the Embassy is important, vital and
influential, what are the most important tasks provided
by the Embassy to serve the two brotherly countries
and peoples?
The work of the Embassy is twofold: the first is to strengthen
relations between the two countries, while the second is to
take care of the affairs of Bahraini citizens living in Saudi.

The Embassy also works to enhance bilateral cooperation
in all fields for the benefit of the two countries and people.
This is in implementation of the directives of His Majesty
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa and the Custodian of the two
Holy Mosques, King Salman Bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud, and
in line with the wise policy of the governments of the two
countries. Another task of the Embassy is to facilitate cultural,
media, economic and commercial exchanges between the
two countries’ sectors. This includes participation in various
meetings and events that take place in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, especially that Saudi Arabia is the host country of
the General Secretariat of the GCC and the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation, of which Bahrain is an active member.
Participating in the meetings of these organizations adds to
the important duties that the Ambassador and the Embassy
shoulder. The work of the embassy is vital in achieving the
noble goals and aspirations shared by our two countries
and our peoples under the kind guidance of our leadership.

Custodian of Two Holy Mosques receives Ambassador of Kingdom of Bahrain to Saudi Arabia (Archive)
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With Diplomats

Late Prince Saud Al-Faisal receiving the Ambassador of Bahrain to Saudi in Riyadh

Unforgettable words by Late Prince Saud Al Faisal
As Ambassador of the Kingdom of Bahrain to the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, what are the most outstanding
situations you have faced, during your diplomatic
career?
There are many noteworthy situations I have witnessed
while working with official and non-official bodies in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Working with these people
in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is of a special nature
and an enriching experience given their expertise and
competencies that facilitate interaction and exchange of
views on how to consolidate our bilateral relations that are
far embedded in history and inherited from a generation to
the other. I have had the honor to participate and attend
the summit meetings between His Majesty King Hamad bin
Isa Al Khalifa and his brother the Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosques King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud in Riyadh and
Jeddah several times during this year. I was also present at
the visits of His Royal Highness Prince Khalifa Bin Salman
Al Khalifa, the Prime Minister, and His Royal Highness
Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown Prince, Deputy
Supreme Commander and First Deputy Prime Minister
in addition to visits of their Highnesses and Excellencies
Ministers and senior officials. These visits have strengthened
and developed bilateral relations and doubled our ability to
serve the two brotherly countries and peoples. We have also
learned from them how to further develop the diplomatic
and practical experience. I will talk about a situation that I
can never forget. It happened during a meeting between His
Highnesses and Excellencies Foreign Ministers of the GCC
at the headquarters of the General Secretariat in Riyadh.
The meeting coincided with the submission of a report to
His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa by the Bahrain
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Independent Commission of Inquiry which His Majesty
ordered to form under the chairmanship of International
Judge Mahmoud Cherif Bassiouni to investigate into the
events of November 2011. At that time His Highness Prince
Saud Al Faisal, who was chairing the meeting, addressed the
audience, congratulating Bahrain and its King. He said “we
thank God that Bahrain, under the leadership of HM King
Hamad and thanks to his wisdom has managed to thwart
the conspiracy, defeat the forces of evil, and extinguish this
fire of sedition which targets all of us at this table. «meaning
the GCC countries» we never forget such memorable
stances of our brothers in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. I
also wish to say that the nature of these relations makes our
work with the Saudi brothers easy, integral and productive
due to harmonious stances and policies, and the common
destiny of the two countries. All of this make us engage in
unlimited cooperation and set doors open for interaction
and never close them. Working with such elite of politicians,
heads of state and prominent diplomats in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia is a great honor. I still recall their memorable
stances as it is not strange for Saudi Arabia to dedicate its
efforts to serve the nation, preserve its security and stability
and ensure prosperity for its people.
A dear occasion to all Bahraini people
The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is celebrating its National
Day on September 23, what do you say on this occasion?
The National Day of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is dear
to all Bahrainis (King, Government and people). It is a
memorable day that marks the establishment of Saudi with
the sincere efforts of its people, led by the founder Late
King Abdulaziz bin Abdulrahman Al Saud. I take honor on
this happy occasion to extend my sincere congratulations
to the Custodian of the two Holy Mosques, King Salman
bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, and to the Saudi Crown Prince,
Prime Minister and Minister of Defence, Hi Royal Highness
Prince Mohammed bin Salman Al Saud. I also extend my
congratulations to the wise government and people of the
Kingdom,wishing them further success in encountering all
the conspiracies and foreign plots that target the brotherly
kingdom, the Gulf States and the nation as a whole. The
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, led by King Salman bin Abdulaziz,
and with the support of HRH the Crown Prince, has made
great achievements and gains in all fields in line with the
objectives of the Saudi Vision 2030. It has also made huge
accomplishments on the level of confrontation of the
enemies of the kingdom and the nation and in countering
terrorism and protecting the blessed march of the GCC
countries. All of this is a source of pride. I pray God Almighty
to bless such efforts. Many Happy returns.

Exclusive Interview

Dr. Abdullah bin Abdulmalek Al Alshaikh:
The Kingdom of Bahrain is my second home
The Saudi National Day, the 23rd of September is the day in which the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia celebrates the anniversary of its unification under the late King
Abdulaziz bin Abdulrahman Al Saud.
“The Diplomatic Gazette” of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs joined the Embassy of
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in Manama in its celebrations of the event, through
conducting an interview with Ambassador Dr. Abdullah bin Abdulmalek Al Alshaikh,
where he talked about the Bahraini-Saudi relations and his memories of the Kingdom
of Bahrain.

- The Saudi National Day is a pride to all Saudis,
what do you say on this occasion?
The Saudi National Day is an important historic event.
It is a bright page filled with hard work on the path of
boosting the nation, building unity and achievements
under the leadership of the founder King Abdulaziz
bin Abdulrahman Al Saud and his righteous sons
who followed suit, applying the rule of god under the
teachings of Islam. I would like to pay tribute to the
outstanding strong brotherly relations between the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the Kingdom of Bahrain.
I would also like to congratulate the Custodian of the
Two Holy Mosques and his Crown Prince as well as the
ruling family and the Saudi people on this occasion.
- Bahrain has been and will remain Saudi’s favorite
place, why do you believe it is so?
The Kingdom of Bahrain is witnessing development
and advancement at all levels, in line with the vision
of His Majesty King Hamad Bin Isa Al Khalifa and his
Royal Highness the Crown Prince. This has led the
Kingdom of Bahrain to becoming a focus of attention
for all. Bahrain is also a vital part of the Arabian Gulf
and the Saudi citizens who visit Bahrain feel like
they’re their second home. It is also attributable to

interconnectivity between the two populations and
the cultural, religious and social bonds as well as the
tourist and cultural attractions in Bahrain such as Arad
Fort and Dilmun civilization.
- How do you view the future of the Bahraini-Saudi
relations?
Relations between the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and
the Kingdom of Bahrain have been always close and
are constantly evolving at all levels, thanks to the
shared visions and kind care of the Custodian of the
Two Holy Mosques, King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al
Saud, and his brother His Majesty King Hamad bin
Isa Al Khalifa. They are also based on shared destiny,
unity, common goals, kinship and intermarriage that
bring the people together. They increase in strength
day by day creating an exemplary model of distinctive
relations that complete one another.
- How does His Excellency the Ambassador spend
his day in Bahrain?
After finishing my diplomatic work at the embassy and
attending official events and diplomatic invitations, I
spend the rest of the day with my family or spend it
reading, walking, or swimming regularly.
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Exclusive Interview

- There is no doubt that you have great memories
in Bahrain, what are the most significant
memories before and after being appointed as
Ambassador?
The Kingdom of Bahrain is my second home. It is
the Pearl of the Gulf and has a long history and
a special place in my heart. There is no doubt
that one of the great and significant memories is
meeting his Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa,
His Royal Highness the Prime Minister and His
Royal Highness the Crown Prince, along with visits
of historic and tourist attractions.

Side of the Saudi national day reception 2017

Saudi Embassy celebrations of Saudi national day 2017

9
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HRH the Prime Minister during his visit to the Saudi Embassy to celebrate the
Saudi National Day 2017

Special Feature

Bahrain International Defence Exhibition & Conference
(BIDEC) 2017
The Kingdom of Bahrain will hold its first version
of the Bahrain International Defence Exhibition &
Conference (BIDEC 2017), held under the patronage
of His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa and
chaired by His Highness Brigadier Shaikh Nasser bin
Hamad Al Khalifa, from October 2017 ,18-16.
The Exhibition will showcase the role and position
of the Kingdom of Bahrain internationally in the
development of the Defence and Military fields.
With more than 120 international manufacturers
and suppliers of state-of-the-art military equipment,
technology and systems. BIDEC is expected to
welcome more than 3,000 international visitors
from senior military delegations, representatives of
overseas defence departments and diplomats from
all over the globe.
In conjunction with the Exhibition, the Middle East
Military Alliances & Coalitions Conference (MEMAC)
will take place during the dates from 16 to 17 October
2017. The conference will be jointly organized
by Bahrain Centre for Strategic, International and
Energy Studies ‘DERASAT’, Clarion Events in with
collaboration with the Bahrain Defence Force.
MEMAC will explore the critical role that military
alliances could play in joint defense and security in
the region. It will also highlight the nexus between
politics, diplomacy and military action and recognize
the complexity of securing agreements between
multiple states, each having their own unique political
strategies.

Participants attending the conference will listen
to a group of influential regional and international
military leaders, diplomatic experts and think tank
representatives that are experts in the field.
BIDEC will also feature on the sidelines of the
exhibition and conference a number of unique
activities
including:

Parachute Demonstration

Shooting Demonstration

Military Vehicle Displays

Warship Displays

Registration is available at:
www.bahraindefence.com
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Opinions

Dr. Muneera
Bint Khalifa Al Khalifa
The Diplomatic Institute at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs is mandated with equipping
young diplomats with the tools they require
to engage in diplomacy. The newly introduced
6 month Junior Diplomat Program is divided
into 2 parts; the first 3 months of the program
is an intensive course in International Relations,
International History, and Diplomatic Practice.
The latter part of the program gives the young
diplomats practical experience through a
rotation in various departments in the Ministry.
Designing a 3 month course is difficult; the
learning outcomes are ambitious and the
time is scarce.Therefore while studying the
priorities, one comes to the realization that
the starting point to the field of diplomacy is
history. Early records of diplomacy such as the
Amarna letters written in the 14 th century BC,
which were engraved on stone, represent early
international peace treaties. These early records
of diplomatic practice enable young diplomats
to engage with important questions and reflect

Participants in the Junior Diplomat Program
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On the importance of history …
on the evolution of treaties throughout history.
More importantly however, the history of ideas—
from Immanuel Kant’s Perpetual Peace to Jean
Jacque Rousseau’s Social Contract—is an
important departing point for enabling young
diplomats to grapple with concepts and assess
world events through these lens.
We at the Institute take great pride in ensuring
that young diplomats are trained in the
Cartesian method—so that they can critically
dissect and reflect upon various international
issues. Contemporary events and the ever
changing landscape of Middle Eastern politics
requires such an approach to produce informed
decision-making and meet the challenges of the
future.

* Acting Director of the Diplomatic Institution

Bahrain at a Glance
King Fahad Causeway

The King Fahad Causeway connects Bahrain and Saudi Arabia. It was officially inaugurated on the 25 of
November 1986 in the reign of HH the late Amir of Bahrain, Shaikh Isa bin Salman Al Khalifa. It was named
after the late King Fahad bin Abdulaziz Al Saud. The causeway contributed to achieving several economic
and social benefits for the two countries and the whole GCC.

Economics
Source: Economic Development Board

An Empowered
Workforce
Talented,
educated
human
capital
Bahrain’s young people join the
workforce with both an exceptional
array of skills and extremely high
levels of motivation. As a result, they
are in high demand.

Highly skilled
Backed by Tamkeen’s continued support of human resource development in all sectors,
the quality of Bahrain’s workforce is one of the best in the region.
A robust labour market
Bahrain’s employment rate is marked by steady, consistent growth year on year across all
sectors.
IG & Twitter: @bahdiplomatic | Email: contactus@mofa.gov.bh | www.mofa.gov.bh

Highly educated
We have the region’s longest
established
education
system.
Academic achievement is central to
growing up in Bahrain, with 78% of
school leavers going on to earn a
higher education degree
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